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Senior Fellow Awards in the Department of Biology are based not only upon excellent academic performance and 
service to the department, but also the positive attitude and contributions brought to the classroom, research lab and the 
general environment of the major.  The Biology Faculty view Senior Fellows as students who pursue biology for its own 

virtue and provide excellent role models for other students.

Megan Ansbro

Looking back, I cannot say that there has ever been one, single defining 
moment when I realized that biology was the subject for me.  This is 
largely due to the fact that every time I learn a new biological process or 
random tidbit, I develop a new “favorite” area of interest.  Whether it is 
learning about the intricate facets of the central dogma, our immune 
response, or analyzing how birds fly, I am continually building upon my 
knowledge so that with each new piece of information, I become even 
more enticed than I was before.   

My education at Denison has truly enabled my interests in biology to 
flourish.  In what other department would I be able to hold a tufted 
titmouse during class or construct my own, self-named (well, at least 
self-initialed) strains of yeast for my senior research project?!   I am 
extremely thankful for all of the experiences that I have had in this 
department, and I am especially grateful to the faculty for their time and 
insight both inside and outside of the classroom.  At Denison, I have 
been able to see the many answers that biology can provide, all the while 
discovering and becoming intrigued with the questions that remain 
elusive.  It is this knowledge that has shaped, and will continue to 
inspire, my future scientific endeavors and professional goals. 

Callie Merry

I have always loved to learn through a variety of ways, whether it be by 
reading about something that I enjoy or listening to someone talk about his 
or her passion.  I found my passion in studying biology.  It is a great field 
because we learn in a variety of ways such as listening to lectures, reading 
current primary literature and practicing laboratory techniques. We get the 
most out of our experience by combining these learning techniques.  
Throughout my time at Denison, these methods of learning have given me 
a wide range of knowledge, but more importantly, I have found an
additional way to learn.  I now know that much more information can be 
gained by asking questions that have unknown answers and pursuing the 
answers to those questions through research.  This is by far the most 
exciting part of biology.  You are not restricted by what is already known; 
you are only restricted by your own imagination.  I plan to continue asking 
questions in my search for knowledge by attending graduate school for 
public health and epidemiology.


