“The Erotic Elegiac World”

SYLLABUS
LATIN 341
           





AUTUMN 2006



Fellows 415 






MWF 10:30-11:20 am 









Instructor: 

Prof. Garrett Jacobsen, Department of Classics

Office:


Fellows 402/ext. 6214




E-mail: jacobsen@denison.edu

Secretary for Classics: 
Ms. Deborah Bennett,





Fellows 411/ext. 6251

Visiting Hours:
MWF 1:30-3:00 pm or by appointment

Texts:

(required)

Catullus, Tibullus, Pervigilium Veneris (Loeb Classical Library No. 6) 
Harvard University Press; 2nd ed., rev edition

ISBN: 0674990072
Propertius: Elegies : Book 1 (Paperback) 
W. A. Camps (Editor)

Cambridge University Press

ISBN: 0521292107

Ovid: Amores I (Paperback) 
by J. Barsby
Duckworth Publishing; Reprint edition (June 1979)

ISBN: 0906515459



(Optional, but recommended)



The New College Latin and English Dictionary



by John C. Traupman



Bantam




ISBN: 0553573012

Course Description:
In this course students will study the genre of love elegy, primarily as composed during the Augustan Age of ancient Rome. Beginning with Catullus as the poet who first defined many of the characteristics of Latin love elegy, students will then read selections from Propertius who developed most fully the concept of ‘servitium amoris’ as a serious poetic form, followed by selections from Ovid who experimented with elegiac conventions often to the point of parody.




Translation and reading will be the dominant format of class, but some lecture and discussion will enable a clearer understanding of the texts. Evaluation of a student’s work, therefore, will focus on the following criteria and goals of knowledge for the course: the translation of Latin into sound English idiom; fundamental elements of Latin syntax, grammar, and vocabulary; methodologies for the interpretation of text; historical and cultural contexts.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
The students and faculty of Denison University and the Department of Classics are committed to academic integrity and will not tolerate any violation of this principle.  Academic honesty, the cornerstone of teaching and learning, lays the foundation for lifelong integrity. Academic dishonesty is intellectual theft.  It includes, but is not limited to, providing or receiving assistance in a manner not authorized by the instructor in the creation of work to be submitted for evaluation.  This standard applies to all work ranging from daily homework assignments to major exams.  Students must clearly cite any sources consulted—not only for quoted phrases but also for ideas and information that are not common knowledge.  Neither ignorance nor carelessness is an acceptable defense in cases of plagiarism.  It is the student’s responsibility to follow the appropriate format for citations. As is indicated in Denison’s Student Handbook, available through mydenison.edu, instructors must refer every act of academic dishonesty to the Associate Provost, and violations may result in failure in the course, suspension, or expulsion. 

For further information, see http://www.denison.edu/student-affairs/handbook/article7.html.
ACADEMIC SUPPORT 

Denison University’s Office of Academic Support (Doane 104) is the primary resource for students who may need help in meeting the academic obligations of the curriculum. Students who feel the need for an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the Office of Academic Support first, and then should contact me privately as soon as possible to discuss specific needs. Documentation for a student’s disability must be registered in the Office of Academic Support in order for that office to generate an “Authorization for Academic Accommodation,” verifying the disability and the need for accommodation.

ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS

Grades:
The final grade for the course will be derived from two Reading Examinations (40%), a Colloquium presentation (15%), Class Work (20%), and a Final Paper (25%). 


The Reading Examinations are primarily translation tests, including both prepared and sight passages, with brief questions related to language and interpretation. These exams are not cumulative and they cover a specified amount of material. 

The Colloquium presentation is a brief formal paper (3-4 pages) presented to the class (6-8 minutes) based upon the student’s topic and research for the Final Paper. An important part of the Colloquium will be the critical feedback from other students. This feedback should help to inform the substance of the Final Paper.

The Class Work grade is essentially derived from participation and preparedness. Students should be ready to translate the Latin assigned for a given day, as well as being able to discuss the text and any secondary material assigned. A good grade, however, is not solely determined by the correctness of the translations; effort, progress, and engagement are the key criteria.


 The Final Paper (minimum of 10 pages) will be on a topic chosen by the student in consultation with the instructor. The student should focus on a topic that relates specifically to love elegy in Roman literature. The only necessary condition is that the student treats the topic philologically, as well as in a cultural context. Students are encouraged to examine authors and texts not translated in class.


Class attendance and, more importantly, participation do influence the final grade; a student will lose at least one letter grade for more than four absences, and a student will automatically receive a failing grade for more than eight absences. A student who is unable to participate in class due to lack of preparation may also be counted absent! Only documented medical excuses or documented emergencies may allow exceptions to this policy.

Assignments: 
The following assignments indicate what will be translated and discussed for each class meeting. Constant and consistent effort is the key to success. Each author has a particular style and even vocabulary, so the more one reads an author, the easier it becomes to translate that author. Translation is a skill, and it does improve with practice!

SCHEDULE OF READINGS: 

AUG 
28
M
Catullus poems: 1, 51



W
Catullus poems: 2, 3



F 
OTIUM
SEP
4
M
Catullus poems: 5, 7, 50



W
Catullus poems: 37, 43, 60



F
Catullus poems: 75, 83, 85, 87, 92

SEP
11
M
Catullus poems: 70, 72, 76



W
Catullus poems: 8, 109, 11



F
Catullus poems: 16, 22, 34, 101
SEP 
18
M 
OTIUM


W
Tibullus, I.1



F
Tibullus, I.1

SEP 
25
M
Tibullus, I.5



W
Tibullus, I.5



F 
Tibullus, II.2

OCT 
2
M
Reading Examination I


W
Propertius, I.1



F 
Propertius, I.2
OCT
9
M
Propertius, I.3



W
Propertius, I.4



F
Propertius, I.7

OCT
16
M  
Propertius, I.8a—8b



W
Propertius, I.9



F 
Propertius, I.10

OCT
23
M
Propertius, I.13



W
Propertius, I.17 and 19



F
Propertius, I.21 and 22

OCT
30
M
Ovid, Amores I.1



W
Ovid, Amores I.2



F
Ovid, Amores I.3

NOV
6
M
Ovid, Amores I.4



W
Ovid, Amores I.5



F
Ovid, Amores I.15

NOV
13
M
Reading Examination II


W
Ovid, Amores I.11 and 12



F
Ovid, Amores I.7

NOV
20
M-F
THANKSGIVING BREAK
NOV
27
M
Ovid, Amores I. Appendix 1.3 and 1.5



W
Ovid, Amores I. Appendix 1.6 and 1.7



F
Ovid, Amores I. Appendix 1.13 and 1.15

DEC
4
M
Colloquium


W
Colloquium


F
Colloquium
DEC 15
Friday, 12 Noon: FINAL PAPER due (Secretary, FE 411)
