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Campusto be flooded with water expertsin May

The Environmental Studies Program isexcited
to bebringing together animpressiveand diversegroup
of water expertsfor itsbiennia Mellon conferencein
May. Aspart of the 5-year Mellon Grant receivedin
1999, the Program hosts a conference on an environ-
mental topic of itschoice. Withwater scarcity and
qudity issuesbecoming ever more critical—and 2003
being declared the International Year of Freshwater
by theU.N.—the Program decided tofocusthisyear’s
conference on thetopic of freshwater resources, from
locd toglobal.

TheProgramisgrate-
ful to beableto bring to
campus several interna-
tionally recognized water
authorities, including Pe-
ter Gleick, co-founder
and President of the Pa-
caficlnditutefor Sudiesin
Development, Environ-
ment, and Security in
Oakland, California, and SandraPostel, Director of
the Global Water Policy Project inAmherst, Massa-
chusetts. Therewill also be presentationsby scul ptor
Stacy Levy, geographer Frank Magilligan of
Dartmouth College, ecologist Bill Mitsch of TheOhio
State University, and philosopher IreneKlaver of the
University of North Texas.

Like the successful 2000 Mellon conference,
“Farming: People, Land & Community,” thisyear’s
water conferenceisdesigned to alow ample oppor-

Sandra Postel

tunity for discussion. Small group and panel sessions
each morning will encourage participantsto discussther
visonfor the sustainable management of water resources
inOhio and beyond. Participantswill asoenjoy field
trips, choosing fromalist of eight sitesaround central
Ohio, including awalk through Raccoon Creek, canoe-
ing Blackhand Gorge, and touring the Olentangy River
Wetland'sResearch Park at O.S.U.

Artwork, educational exhibits, food, and music will
cap off thefirst day of thetwo-day conferenceat are-
ception at The Works:
Ohio Center for History,
Art & Technology in
downtown Newark. Per-
ticipants can stroll the
museum’'sexhibitstolearn
about Licking County’s
history, and view educa-
tional postersand distri-
butional materialsrelated | : )
to water. The Works’ Peter Gleick
Central Galery will feature water-rel ated artwork cre-
ated by studentsin Ron Abram’s printmaking course.
After dinner, attendeescan unwind inthecourtyard with
somefine Midwestern music by Chicago’'sJT and the
Clouds.

Anyonewith aninterest in water iswelcometo at-
tend, including environmental scientists, grassrootsand
nonprofit groups, governmental organizations, public
officias, artists, academics, and students.

We hopeto see alumni and friends, as well as students, faculty, staff, and others May 7th & 8th!
Moreinfo and aregistration form is on the conference website www.waterconference-du.org.
Or contact Sarah Beazley 740.587.5684, beazl eys@deni son.edu
Thanksto support from Mellon, the registration fee is very reasonable: $85 standard, $40 for
students. (After April 9th, add $25 late fee.) REGISTER SOON!
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External reviewersreport that ENVSis strong

Denison should be proud of the Environmenta Stud-
iesProgram, according to external reviewersthat vis-
ited campusin November. Threereviewers—DeWitt
John of Bowdoin College, Craig Davisof Ohio State
University, and Karen Graves of Denison spent two
dayson campus|earning about the program through
individual and group meetingswith administration and
ENV Sfaculty, discussonswith ENV Sstudents, and a
dinner withthe ENV S Program Committee.

Through these experiencesand from reading aself-
study report written by Abram Kgplanand Tod Frolking,
the reviewers produced a report that outlines the
Program’ sstrengths and offers suggestionsfor itsim-
provement. Thereviewerswerevery impressed with
the Program’ sstrong and dedi cated faculty anditsbright
and motivated students. They report that ENV S* ex-
celsat teaching studentsto analyze complex problems,

think broadly, and expressthemselves effectively both
verbaly andinwriting.” They seethePrograminatime
of trangition, and suggest several recommendationsfor
the Progranm’ sfuture, including acall for more support
fromtheadminigtration, especidly inprovidingincentives
for morefaculty to participate actively in the Program.
They also suggest that the requirementsfor the major
should besmplified, and that the ENV Sfaculty should
consider waysto broaden the ENV S program to serve
more Denison students.

ENV Slooksforward to working with the adminis-
tration toward streamlining and strengthening the Pro-
gram. A Program Retreet isbeing plannedfor late spring/
early summer to discussahost of issuescoveredinthe
externd review.

If you would like to view a copy of the Final Re-
view Report, contact the ENVS Office.

Barney-Davis to house environmental science lab

Thebuzz and clanking of congtructionheardin Barney
throughout fall and winter wasnot just from the* Cam-
pus Common” construction project on the new quad—
Barney has some construction of itsown, soonto result
in the first environmental science laboratory for the
McPhail Center for Environmental Studies. Whenitis
completed thissummer, thelab will be equipped with
technol ogy that will enable usersto conduct water and
s0il andlysesfrom samplescollected during field studies.
Thelabwill accomodate 6-8 usersat atime, and will be

idedl for independent and summer research, and for small
classesin ENV Sand other departments.

Studentsand staff are anticipating the opportunities
that thelabwill bringtothe Program. “1’mexcited about
the possibilitiesand potentid of adding ascienceresearch
facility toENVS,” said Dr. Doug Spieles, wholooksfor-
ward to utilizing thelab for research with studentsand
coursessuch as Environmental Assessment and Wetland

Ecology.

Students create forum for environmental issues

Studentsinterested in the environment now have an-
other chance to discuss the issuesimportant to them
andthefutureof theplanet. Fireside Chatsisastudent-
formed discussion group open to any student with an
interest in environmental issues. Thechatswerebegun
by afew ENV S studentswho wanted to provideaway
for studentsto get together to talk about current envi-
ronmental issues, aswell asaway for first and second-
year studentsto interact with more experienced stu-
dents.

Studentswho attend likethe Chats becausethey give
them chancestointeract with peersthat they might oth-
erwise not get the chanceto talk to, inaninformal set-
ting that encouragesthoughtful and opendiscusson. Of-
ten, studentswill gather background informationona
coupleof specific environmental topicsfor each meet-
ing, but the discussi ons often expand to broader i ssues.

Lately, studentshave been brainstorming waysto draw
alarger crowd. One hopeisto bring guestsfrom the
community to lead thediscussions. The Chatshappen
every other Wednesday at 8pminHibbsLibrary. For
moreinfo, contact Adam (klein_a@denison.edu) or Cari
(ramsde_c@ denison.edu).
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Human Nature makes climate change funny

Those who attended the Human Nature's perfor-
mance of “What's Funny About Climate Change?’ in
February got the opportunity to takealight-hearted [ook
at astuationthat isusualy
no laughing matter. The
hour and ahalf show used
theater and comedy to scru-
tinizetheway that humans
aredealing withtheglobal
warming phenomenon.

The energetic cast of
three kept the audience on
their toeswithawholehost
of characters. Themobster,
theevangdica miniger, the
ditzy trophy wife, the re-
porterswith their referencesto unnamed yet reliable
sources, theschmoozing palitician, thegenerd, and oth-
ers—illusgtrated theignorance, gpathy, and selfishness of
humansregarding the state of the planet. Theedgy and
engaging raven appeared throughout the show pleading
with peopleto do something tofix theenvironment that
they aredestroying.

Simpson and Lapiner

While some audience memberswish the show would
have been more broadly educational about climate
change, or given some more specific direction for ac-
tion, the show’smessagewas
important and lasting. The
show |eft theaudiencewitha
mission. Cari Ramsden (' 05)
states“| felt asif | had been
challenged to makeadiffer-
ence.” Others appreciated
theuniqueway that thecom-
edy groupiseducating people
about theimportance of en-
vironmentd issues.

Human Nature, of
Petrolia, California, has
toured comedy and musical comedy showsabout press-
ing environmenta and socid issuesthroughout the United
Statesand in Europe. David Simpson, thewriter of the
script, and Jane Lapiner, the artistic director, havefour
children, and werejoined on stage by their 22-year old
daughter, Joyful S mpson.

Students get down and dirty with compost

Thewormsin Barney’sbasement are hard at work
turning campusfood scrapsinto agardener’sgold. The
vermicomposting project began last fall with theideas
of first-year student Sarah Broderick, compost &ficio-
nado Ross Studlar (* 04), and Program Manager Sarah
Beazley (‘' 02), with the support of ENV Sand others
around campus.

Sart-up wasinexpensveand fairly smple. A plastic
bin (~3 x4 x2') with lid was purchased for little cost,
and aeration holeswere punched inthe top and bottom
todlowair circulationand drainage. Thefollowingcon-
tentswere added: shredded, moistened newspaper for
bedding; food scrapsfrom CurtisDining Hall (abig
thanksto the Curtis staff for their cooperation); and
redworms--about one pound graciously donated from
JoeKennedy, aveteran vermiculturdist from Denison’s
Service Learning program, plus ~2 pounds from a
farmer/vermiculturaist inAthens, Ohio.
Littleup-keep isneeded asthewor msdo most of
the work. Food scraps are added twice a week.
Scrapsincludemostly vegetables, non-citrusfruits, bread
products, eggshells, and coffeegrounds. Theworms
break down thefood and leave behind castings.

Twoformsof excellent fertilizer areproduced. The
drainage, or compost tea, collected from the bottom of
thebin (average 1 galon/week) isused on Barney’sin-
door plants. The humus produced will be used on out-
door plantsaround campusand in the Homestead' sgar-
den.

More, bigger, and better composting ventureswill
hopefully result. Thisworking system canserveasa
modéd for otherswho want to sart composting (info sheets
will be handed out at an Earth Day dinner at CurtisDin-
ing Hall and at the harvesting of the compost), and can
directly aid other composting projects (i.e. someworms
will be givento the Homestead's compost pileto speed
upitsproductivity). Thehopeisthat campusfood waste
will befurther reduced and more compost will be pro-
duced, whileincreasing campus awareness of waysto
take care of the earth.

Thisisnot ENVS's only composting project. Dr.
Goland’s Senior Capstone classisteaching Sth-graders
a GranvilleIntermediate School about the environmen-
tal benefits of composting, and has helped them start
composting their lunch scraps. Keep your eyeout for
moreinfo onthat project toward theend of the semester.
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Alumni Spotlight: Shannon Varley (' 99)

In 1999, Shannon Varley graduated from Denison Univer-
sity with amagjor in Environmental Studies and a concentra-
tion in Agricultural Policy. It was a desire to improve the
quality of our land, our water, and our health that set her on
her way.

After graduation, Shannon took on an internship at Malabar
Farm State Park, in Lucas, Ohio, where
she worked under the guidance of Dr.
Trish Mumme, a previous Denison pro-
fessor rejuvenating Louis Bromfield's
original organic gardens. Whileworking s
for Maabar Farm Gardens, she also was
assisting with Helping Hands: Gardenof .
Hope- a project in Newark that serves £
court-appointed youthin arehabilitation & “
community garden program. Whilework-
ing these two jobs, she was hired by the
Ohio Department of Natural Resources as a haturalist for
Malabar Farm State Park.

Shannon'’s passion for agriculture and the skills she had
acquired during her time at Denison and beyond enabled her
to begin her own organic farming venture outside of Mansfield,
Ohio. Over thewinter of 2000, Shannon and her business part-

Shannon and Shoshona on Silver Te Farm

ner, Shoshanah Inwood (Oberlin’ 99) rented 7 acres of fallow
farmland and called it Silver Tale Farm. They began a small
CSA (community supported agriculture) group in Columbus,
built profitable produce relationships with Columbus restau-
rants, and secured a spot at the Saturday farmer’s market at
the North Market in Columbus. In Fall 2003, Shannon en-
rolled in Vermont Law School where she
earned a Master’s of Science in Envi-
ronmental Law.

Currently, Shannon isthe Farm Man-
ager at the Red Wiggler Foundation, a
non-profit community farm located out-
side of Washington, D.C.. The Red Wig-
gler Foundation was founded and is di-
rected by Woody Woodroof (Denison
'88). Their mission is to “cultivate”
meaningful employment for adultswith
developmentd disabilities, provide educational and serviceop-
portunities for area youth, and promote environmental stew-
ardship.

To learn what other grads are doing,check out the Fall
2002 ENVS Alumni Update (www.denison.edu/enviro/
alumni_update).
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