The Benjamin A. Gilman Scholarship

Writing Tips for Applicants

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

It is helpful for students to address the impact that their study abroad program will have on their academic, professional and personal goals. Students should also address the impact that receiving the Gilman Scholarship would have on their achievement of these goals.
 
Some key ideas that students should keep in mind are:

·   What impact will this study abroad program and receiving the Gilman Scholarship have on my academic goals? Will I be able to take coursework abroad towards my major or minor requirements? Will I be able to take electives or pursue further language training not available to me on my home campus? How will this study abroad program impact any future academic goals, such as obtaining a graduate degree that I may have? 
· 
·   What impact will my choice of country have on my experience abroad? What initially inspired me to want to study abroad in this particular country or learn this language? What factors led to my choice of country of study? 
· 
·   What impact will my choice of program have on my experience abroad? Are there unique components, such as home-stays, that will impact my experience abroad? 
· 
·   What impact will this study abroad program and receiving the Gilman Scholarship have on my professional goals? How does my study abroad program relate to my future professional goals? Will I be able to pursue internship or volunteer opportunities that support my overall career goals? Will I be able to learn skills or conduct research that will be necessary to me in my future career? 
· 
·   What impact will this study abroad program and receiving the Gilman Scholarship have on me personally? On a personal level, what initially inspired me to want to study abroad and what challenges (such as being a non-traditional student, a student-parent, having a disability, etc.) have I faced in planning to study abroad? How have I met and/or addressed these challenges and what impact will they have on my study abroad experience?
 
  
FOLLOW ON PROJECT

To help expand the impact of the Gilman Scholarship Program, all Gilman Scholars are required to carry out a follow-on project upon their return from abroad that helps to promote international education and the Gilman Scholarship Program. This project can be done on the student's home campus or in their local community and must be completed within six months of their return home. All applicants must submit a project proposal within their application and this proposal is closely reviewed during the selection process. 

Students should keep these questions in mind when proposing their follow-on project:

·  Who is my target audience and how do I plan on reaching this population? Will I carry out this project on my campus or in my local community? What impact will my project have on this group and how will my project interest my target population in international education and encourage them to apply for the Gilman Scholarship Program? 

·  How will I inform my target audience of my project? What arrangements will I need to make to publicize my project? For example, will I post notices to all Pell Grant recipients on campus via email or send invitations to members of a specific campus population? 

·  Are there already established campus or community organizations, offices, student groups or networks that I can utilize in reaching out to my target audience? How will working with these groups/offices help benefit and expand the impact that my project will have? 

·  What is the timeline for my project and how will this impact my target audience? For example, will I return in time to present at a campus study abroad fair or if your project involves working with a local K-12 classroom, will that school be in session when you return and are completing your project? 

·  How will I carry out my project? Are there methods I can utilize, such as PowerPoint presentations, websites, slide shows, photos, etc., that can assist me in achieving my project goals and reaching my target audience? What impact will the methods I use have on my audience?

Examples of Follow-On Projects

Student applicants are encouraged to propose a unique follow-on project that highlights their individual background, experiences abroad, talents and skills. Below are some examples of the types of projects Gilman Scholars have carried out. 

· K-12 Outreach:
a. Conducting presentations on their country of study to local classrooms;

b. Working with a local teacher to incorporate study of a specific country into the curriculum through photos, letters and emails from the Gilman Scholar while they are abroad and everyday items the student brings back with them from their host country (i.e. newspapers, menus, magazines, clothing, textbooks, toys, etc.);

c. Organizing a pen-pal program between a local classroom and a classroom in the student's host country;

d. Organizing and/or working with their university K-12 outreach program, bringing international students into local classrooms to present and share information on their home countries;

e. Participating in their local high school College Night to share information on study abroad opportunities and scholarships such as the Gilman Scholarship Program;

f. Working with/giving presentations on study abroad to local high school language or area studies classes;

g. Working with/giving presentations on study abroad and scholarships to programs that mentor at-risk high school students such as the Upward Bound program.

· Academic Department Outreach: 
a. Development of a study abroad information page for the department website that lists a suggested academic timeline for study abroad, encouraging students to incorporate study abroad into their degree;

b. Organizing information on university-approved study abroad programs that offer coursework and academic credit in their field of study, and links to scholarships and financial aid information that support these opportunities;

c. Presentations on study abroad at academic club or honor society meetings;

d. Development of a brochure or informational flyer specific to that field of study that is then posted in the study abroad office or academic departmental office;

e. Serving as a mentor/peer advisor to potential study abroad students in their field of study;


f. Submitting an article to their academic department newsletter on their experiences abroad either while the student is still overseas or upon their return.

· Campus Office Outreach: 
a. Working with the university office to help promote and encourage study abroad opportunities through presentations to student clubs and organizations and through office organized events;

b. Posting information on the Gilman Scholarship Program in specific campus offices;

c. Adding a web page to the office website that highlights study abroad opportunities and information that would be of help/interest to students utilizing the services of these offices;

d. Serving as an office representative at campus fairs and events by sharing information on study abroad and the  Gilman Scholarship Program.

· Study Abroad Outreach:
a. Volunteering or working in the study abroad office as a Peer Mentor/Advisor to potential study abroad students;

b. Representing the study abroad office at presentations/information sessions on study abroad;

c. Ensuring the study abroad office website has a Scholarship Information page and that a link to the Gilman Scholarship Program's website is provided;

d. Submitting an article on their experiences abroad to the Study Abroad office newsletter either while they are still abroad or upon their return;

e. Developing an informational flyer/brochure on university-specific financial aid procedures for study abroad and available scholarships which is then housed in the study abroad office;

f. Participating in/organizing a Study Abroad Alumni society which assists returned and potential study abroad students;

g. Serving as a resource person for a specific country/program/field of study that would advise/assist potential study abroad students.

· Other Outreach: 
a. Submitting a weekly or monthly article on their experiences overseas to their campus or hometown newspaper while the student is abroad, thereby sharing information with a wide range of readers;
b. Submitting an article on their experiences abroad to their campus or hometown paper upon their return to the U.S.;

c. Working/volunteering with a local refugee or immigrant organization thereby utilizing the inter-cultural and language skills they acquired overseas;

d. Working/volunteering as an interpreter with a local organization in need of those skills;

e. Participating in/organizing an on-campus International Student buddy program that links incoming international students with past study abroad students to assist in their adjustment to the U.S. and the university - this may be an especially effective option for those campuses that have exchange programs with a university overseas;

f. Participating in campus or local international events such as an International Fair, Chinese New Year or other celebration;

g. Working with another local organization to share information on study abroad and the country they studied in with their members;

h. Presenting on study abroad opportunities and the Gilman Scholarship Program at Freshman Orientation or in First-Year Experiences courses thereby encouraging students to consider study abroad earlier rather than later in their undergraduate career.

Note:
In addition to addressing the above key ideas in your essays, all Gilman Scholarship applicants should have their Statement of Purpose and Follow-on Project Proposal essays proofread by an advisor prior to submitting their application online. Failure to have an application proofread can lead to some common errors and mistakes such as the spelling error 'study aboard' being missed by spell check alone. In addition, essays that are not proofread tend to not be very competitive during the selection process, and thus reduce a student's overall chance of receiving a Gilman Scholarship.

The Gilpatrick Center staff is happy to assist you in the development of your application. Please contact Cookie Sunkle in The Gilpatrick Center at x6573, or sunkle@denison.edu to schedule an appointment.  
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