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The numbers are in. In the inaulike to see for a FASt Talk, please let
gural semester, the Wednesday FAS know.
Talks averaged over 45 attendees per py john Bailer, Professor of
session! What a showing. Thanks &ayistics at Miami University, will
all that helped get the new series offresent our first FASt Talk, February
to a successful start. 4 at 3:30 in Olin 114. He will discuss
We will continue the biweekly the many applications of statistics in
series this semester and hope to inthe sciences. Dr. Bailer’s talk will
clude some invited speakers from include risk assessment, estimating
other institutions. If there is a par- population size, and surveying tech-
ticular speaker or topic you would niques for embarrassing questions.
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On January 29, author John Derby- gan Center. Re- |[EECSEEAELILL
shire will present,Bernhard Rie-  freshments will be [[SSS3ES@IE )
mann and the Greatest Unsolved available before- ' ‘
Problem in Mathematic This work hand. This presen Ex
is based on his new bodRrime Ob- tation is being gen{= 7
session: Bernhard Riemann & the erously supported ||

Greatest Unsolved ProblemThe by the Gordon fam PRIME
talk is at 7:30 PM in the Burton Mor-ily. OBSES‘SJION
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The next meet- On the agenda:
ing of the “Math Club”
will be at 6:00PM on
Thursday, February 5,
in Olin 215. - Plan for “math contest” night

- Eat snacks and have fun (time per-
mitting)

- Come up with a better name
- Discuss tutoring/outreach program
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Denison will host The Five College ble. Each school can have up to four
Mathematics Contest this Februarytéams. A lunch with the students
2004 from 10:00-12:00. We need from the other four schools (Antioch,
students to represent DU in the conKenyon, Ohio Wesleyan, and Wit-
test. Students work in teams of up tenberg) will follow. Contacbr.

three members and try to solve as Bonar if you are interested. He can
many of the ten questions as possi-also provide copies of past exams.

Faculty/Student Activities
o
Be sure to congratulai@r. Havill Jessen had this to say to his students,
on his tenure and promotion to Ass@atch out! No more Mr. Nice Guy.”
ciate Professor. He will take his saBut seriously, join us in congratulat-

batical leave in the fall of 2004ng him on this big step in his career.
Upon receiving this wonderful news,
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While most of us were relaxing overraathematical applications in com-
well deserved break, members of thputer science. SenioHizabeth
department were busy at the joint Ehret andTony Fressolapresented
mathematical meetings of the AMS/their summer research at an under-
MAA in Phoenix, AZ. Dr. Bonar graduate research session sponsored
attended several mini-courses, inclubly the AMS, MAA, and SIAM (see
ing one entitledntroduction to more inOne Student’s Perspectjve
Mathematical Card TricksHe prom-

ises he has nothing up his sleeld¥. On December 18)r. Ludwig gave
Kretchmar attended several coursesin invited talk on his work on-

on textbook writing, as he prepares terechet Urysohn spaces at Staten Is-
write a game theory text while on land College for the New York City
sabbatical.Dr. Ludwig gave two  Colleges Topology Seminar. Thanks
presentations. One involved materito his understanding wife for allowing
als he has developed for the calculuBim to do this on their 10th anniver-
sequence and the other dealt with sary.
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Denison will host its annual pro-  hours to try to solve various pro-
gramming contest on February 28. gramming problems. Séu. Fell
Two person teams from various re-for more details.

gional schools compete for four
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Dr. Neal has had two researcior Theory (2004). He has given sev-
articles accepted for publicatiomral presentations on this work in-
“State spaces of JB*-triples (with Rluding an invited talk at Texas
Russo)”, to appear in Mathematisch&M. He hopes to cover some of the
Annalen (2004) and “Normal contra¢eooler” parts of this work in his calc
tive projections on JB*-triples preHl course this semester.
serve type” (with C.H. Chu and B.

Russo) to appear in Journal of Opera-
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For those of you who like to plan
ahead, here are the scheduled upper
division course offerings for the next
two years:

Mathematics: Computer Science:
F2004 321, 341, 400 (Operations  gsgo4 334, 372, 384, 349, 400
Research) (High Performance Computing)
S2005 332, 342, 352, 400 S2005 374. 375
(Complex) F2005 334, 372, 377, 384, 400
F2005:321, 331, 341 (Graphics)
S2006 332, 342, 351, 400 (TBA) S2006 373, 391
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The Ohio Mathematical Associanath related article. Many Denison
tion of America (MAA) Spring Secstudents who attended a similar meet-
tional meeting will be held March 2&hg at Miami last fall will be present-
and 27 at the University of Cincinng at this meeting. If you are inter-
nati. This meeting specifically showested in a fun-filled weekend of math
cases talks presented by studemsCincinnati (words that naturally go
Talks range from summer researchttgether), please s&. Ludwig.
an expository talk on an interesting

A biologist, a statistician, a The statistician"It's not significant.
mathematician and a computer scieWe only know there's one white ze-
tist are on a photo-safari in Africa. bra."

They drive out on the savannah in e mathematiciarfActually, we

their jeep, stop and scout the horizogyy know there exists a zebra, which
with their binoculars. is white on one side."

The biologist "Look! There's a herd The computer scientistOh, no! A
of zebras! And there, in the middle 'special case!" ’

A white zebra! It's fantastic! There
are white zebra's! We'll be famous!"




Denison University
201 Olin Science Building
Granville, OH 43023

Phone: 740-587-6259
Fax: 740-587-5749
Online at:

http://www.denison.edu/mathsci/
index.html

Got noteworthy
news ideas?

Contact Dr. Ludwig
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As most normal students were dergraduate research presentations.
relaxing over winter break, | was One noteworthy talk was on Aris-
privileged (yes, privileged) to go to tarchus. The student explained how
the 2004 National Joint Mathematidkie ancient Greeks used Euclidean
Meeting in Phoenix. As | stepped geometry to estimate sizes and dis-
out of the airplane into beautiful  tances of the sun and the moon. It
sunny weather with a temperature iwas noteworthy because it was not
the seventies, | realized that this only interesting from a historical
whole math thing might not be so standpoint, but | found that | could
bad. After a short shuttle ride, | ar-actually understand most of it. After
rived at the Hyatt. As | passed a lunch at a deli, | attended a few more
crowd of disheveled white-haired presentations and the student poster
men and women wearing nametagsession. Some of the most interest-
and talking excitedly, | realized thating talks were on the Philosophy of
| must be in the right place. After aMathematics, because they actually
quick bite to eat, | headed over to tierned into heated discussions. At
Civic Center to listen to the under- one point after a talk on Godel’s
graduate research presentations. Theorem, a woman in the audience
Since | would be giving a similar  stood up, waved her arms, and asked
talk the next day, | decided to scopéhe presenter, “Have you even read
out the competition. After listening Godel’'s Theorem?” It was quite en-
to a few talks on exciting topics sudertaining. After the talk, Dr.
as double bubbles, eccentric se- Ludwig took Elizabeth and me out
guences, and Kneser pairs, | roamédr a nice southwestern dinner, after
around a bit and spent some time awhich a couple other professors
the Expo, where numerous publishjoined us for ice cream. We then
ers were selling more math books went back to the hotel and packed up
than | would have guessed even exor our flights out the next day.
isted. There were also venders sell- Overall, the Joint Mathematics

ing shirts with geeky mathematical Meeting was a great experience. Not
slogans that only a complete nerd only was | granted the privilege to

would wear. After purchasing one, dresent my research, but | was also

ern meal. Then | retired to the hot Ik with mathematicians from

early to finish up_flnal preparations 5rqund the country. | was also able
for my presentation the next day. g get a glimpse of the different

The next morning | woke up  types of undergraduate research that
early for the morning session of unare being conducted. | can not em-
dergraduate research talks. Eliza- phasize enough the benefits associ-
beth Ehret gave her talk on cylindriated with undergraduate research,
cal geometry, and after a couple ofand | encourage every student to
other talks, | gave a presentation omake advantage of Denison’s summer
“Integer Construction by Induction.’research opportunities.
| then listened to the remaining un-



