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The semester’s slate of FASt Talkbeb 16 Proving program correctness -

kicked off withDr. Hutson’s presenta- Dr. Joan Krone

tion of “Disease, gossip, and Kevin Bay15r 2 Fractals and dimensiofam
con.” On February 2ylegan Warner Arbisi (‘07)

('07) presented “Che-Math: A cool The trisection problembavid
chemical application of mathematics” Nassar (‘07)

andEvan Starr (‘07) delivered, Roller o _

coaster fun” Here is the line-up for thd/ar 23 Infinite Series Br. Don Bonar

rest of the semester: April 6 Coding theory Dr. Noah Ay-
din, Kenyon College

Student Activities

After an intense semester of over 70 CONGRATULATIONS!

students talks in Math 210, 5 students
were chosen by their peers for deliveri
the best 10 minute expository talks. Ea
student received a $10 gift certificate t
Whit's:

Pam Arbisi, Fractals and dimension

Adam Lowe, Time dialation and it's so
called twin paradox

David Nassat The trisection problem
Evan Starr, Roller Coater Fun
Megan Warner, Buckyballs

Spring MAA Conference at Miami

The spring Ohio Mathematical Associayou are interested in presenting at Mi-
tion of America meeting will be held ami, please seer. Ludwig. No need to
April 1-2 at Miami University in Oxford. have a topic in mind, he has plenty up
This annual conference is a major venuss sleeve. Application deadline is the
for students to present talks—either unend of February.

dergraduate research or expository. If
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Colleen does it again!

While Granville was still recov- were 121 posters from student re-
ering from the ice storm of the cen-search groups across the nation and
tury, math studentolleen Hughes Colleen was one of 31 chosen to re-
('06) presented her summer researaeive a $100 cash prize for her pres-
work with Professor Lew Ludwig at entation and result. Colleen plans to
the Undergraduate Poster Session aktend this work for her senior hon-
the Joint AMS/MAA Mathematical ors project after she returns from her
Meetings in balmy Atlanta, GA on semester at the University of Bristol,
January 7. Her work was entitled UK.

“Linked Triangle Pairs in K6." There

Patty is turns down job offer!

from a university in Texas and asked
Patti if she was on the job market as
tion after presenting her summer re_her university was hiring a functional
search withProfessor Matt Nealat analyst!_AIthough Patti was flattered,
the AMS Contributed Paper SessionS"€ decided to turn down the prospec-
on Analysis at the Joint AMS/MAA tive position in favor of first attending
Mathematical Meetings in Atlanta, 9raduate school. To keep her future
GA on January 6. After presenting h@Ptions open, Patti did provide the
talk, "Encoding Algebra as Affine Ge2dy with a preprint of her resuits!.
ometry," a lady introduced herself

Math studenPatricia Gar-
mirian ('05) fielded a surprise ques-

A Postcard from England

Ever think that the grass is greener d¥ft @ brief life story.

the other side of the fence? Ever 5  yqr professors take showers (or
dreamed of what classes would be li £ least if they don't, they cover it up

beyond the secluded hills .Of Gram_’i”?eally well). This is more a British cul-
Well Colleen Hughes (‘06)s experi- v a thing than strictly math, but with

encing that dream. Here are a few o} h4t chalk flying around, it gets ten
her observations after two weeks Of yimes worse. Not to mention the work-
classes. out that my lecturer seems to get while
t talking for 50 minutes. Yes, there is

Top Ten things that you should no
P g y sweat involved.

take for granted about the Denison

Math Department: 3. You are sure your professor has an

1. You know your professor's name?fficé; you have seen the office, and

He/she might have gone as far as toPOSSIbly you have even been in the

introduce him/herself on the first day©ffice at atime they designate as

i H n
and if you are really lucky, you will ©ffice hours.



wooden sticks in the front of the room
that they use to pull down the magical
5. Your math club has t-shirts floating blackboards. These sticks can

be somewhat intimidating, although
6. Your math club's t-shirt is really the magical blackboards are kinda
funny cool. Maybe you have seen these be-
.“)re. Blackboards magically appear
Behind other blackboards when the
board gets full. Ok, maybe it's not
magic. But given the circumstances,
you count on little things like that to
keep class exciting.

4. You have a math club

7. Your professor and your peers w
notice if you don’t go to class for a
week (or at least they would after 2
weeks). Yes, this is actually a good
thing.

8. There is, at some point during the, , -y, are not intimidated by the
class, a time where students ask quegt-'

tions. A dialogue, including both the _ :ggngfstg'(?r?gnﬁétetg )ézitjsvmor’li?-digi-
student and the professor, ensues ang| camera on a mini ’tripod and takes
the student (hopefully) arrives at a ictures of the blackboard

clearer understanding of what is bein% u s
presented.

9. Professors don’t have huge

Faculty Member Activities

Introducing Associate Professor R. Matt Kretchmar

Make sure to congratulaizr. arrival of their second child. In the
Kretchmar on his tenure promotion fall, he will take his well earned sab-
to Associate Professor. To celebratbatical leave to work on his research
he is taking this semester easy by and textbook writing.
teaching a full load and waiting the

A few missing faces

You may have noticed a few less Bressoud will continue his research
faces in the classrooms and hallwayaith his colleagues in Pittsburgh.
this semesterDr. Neal andDr. Never fear, they will be back on-line
Bressoudare on their junior leave. next semester.

Dr. Neal plans to visit his research
colleague in California, while Dr.
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Got noteworthy
news ideas?

Contact Dr. Ludwig
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One Student’s Perspective—Patricia Garmirian (‘05)

During the Granville ice storm, | over to the Marriott with Colleen.
was having a grand old time in sunnyThere we met up with Dr. Ludwig, Dr.
Atlanta, staying at the classy Hyatt Feil, and Dr. Bonar who had all come
Hotel. Where could | possibly have for my talk. After finishing my presen-
been that would have brought me sutétion, a woman from North Texas
immense happiness? If you guessedUniversity approached me and asked
“something related to math,” then  to see my slides or any papers that |
you're in the right ballpark. On Janu- had with me. A little confused, | gave
ary 5, | left my house at 6:30 AM to her my work. As she started to adver-
catch a 9:40 flight to Atlanta for the tise the functional analysis department
National Joint Mathematics Meeting @t North Texas, | assumed that she
can sometimes be a little overly puncwanted me to apply to its Ph.D. pro-
tual). | waited for an hour in terminalgram. Believe it or not, | was wrong!
reading a math book while other pas-She wanted me to apply for a teaching
sengers gave me strange glances. Ojatethere! | let her know that | have yet
| finally got to Atlanta, | took the shutto get my Ph.D. but that I'd be glad to
tle to my hotel. On the ride, | heard talk with her in five years. Maybe |
other passengers converse about comen’t look so young after all?

pact sets, quantum mechanics, Haus-  £qr the rest of the day, | went to

dorff spaces....Yes! I must be in the \arious mathematics talks and revis-
right place. ited the Expo (credit card still in hand).
Once | got to the hotel, | checked.ater that evening, | saw a panel dis-
in and went all the way up to my roonaussion on oral communication in
on the sixteenth floor. Of course, my mathematics by Dr. Ludwig, Jon Ja-
roommate Colleen was already un- cobson from Harvey Mudd College,
packed. Once | put down my bags, and Joe Gallian. The discussion con-
Colleen and | took the elevator downsisted of three twenty minute talks by
sixteen floors to the lobby where we each of the panelists (Dr. Ludwig
met Dr. Ludwig wearing his “Math  talked about the revised 210 class) and
Rules!” T-shirt. After mingling with a twenty minute “Q, A,&I” session
some of Dr. Ludwig'’s friends for a  (questions, answers, and ideas). At one
while (at math events Dr. Ludwig is point during the “Q, A,&I” session, a
Mr. Popularity), Colleen and | checkeldeated debate on whether or not to use
out the Expo where numerous math PowerPoint in a presentation arose. |
books were being sold. Not only weré&ept quiet and grinned (this could only
they being sold, but the discounts wehnappen at a math conference).
so big that any math nerd would be in - 5yerall. the Joint Mathematics

paradise. Did | buy any? Well, let's  eeting was an incredible experience.
just say I'm glad that I brought my N6t only did | get to present my re-
credit card. search, but | also got to meet many

After | got back to my room, |  other mathematicians and learn about
prepared for my talk in the Analysis new and interesting topics. For all in-
session the next morning. Having  terested math students, | highly recom-
fallen asleep early, | woke up aroundmend doing research and going to as
6:00 AM for my nine o’clock talk. many conferences as you can. | know
Once | satisfied my minimum caffeinet sounds cliché, but this is an experi-
intake for the morning (as long as I'mence that I'll always remember.
shaking, I'm good to go), | walked



