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· Student Activities 

· Faculty Activities 

 

����
�������

��������
��	
�������������
�
���	�����������
������
�����������	�
���� �

�	����� � �������� �� �	������ �����
!�	
���"�#�$��%	����
��	�
��&
'�

Student Activities 
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  While most students were de-
bating whether to get up for their 
8:30 class,  eleven students joined  
Dr. Hutson and Neal for a trek to the 
MAA Ohio Section Meeting of the 
MAA held at Miami University.  
There they joined Dr. Ludwig and 
attended a number of talks from stu-
dents and professors on a variety of 
topics.  Denison’s own Chris Swan-
son (‘94) gave two of the main ad-
dresses.  With a total of nine talks, 
Denison had the largest number of 
student presentations from one insti-
tution.  These included: 

· Trisecting an angle with the help 
of origami—David Nassar (‘07) 

· The Brouwer fixed point theo-
rem—Chelsea MacNealy (‘07) 

· Fun with roller coasters—Evan 
Starr 

· Che-Math: A cool chemical ap-
plication of mathematics 

· Arc length surprise—Erin Dono-
van 

· Freeze-tag—Dan Bucatanschi 

· Squaring the circle with the 
Greeks—Bill Froehlich 

· Geometric characterizations of 
algebraic systems—Patty Garmir-
ian 

· The bus driver sanity problem—
Jennifer Swank 

For more about the conference, see 
One Student’s Perspective 
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Congratulations! 
 Before the last FASt Talk of the 
semester, the department awards 
were presented.  Congratulations to 
all recipients on your achievements! 
 

· John L Gilpatrick and Alice Hut-
chinson Lytle Awards 
Patricia Garmirian 

· Ethan D and Hallie E. Roberts 
Memorial Award 
Patricia Garmirian and Zhen 
"Adam" Wu 

· Forbes B. Wiley Award 

Sophomores:  Tarika Mansuk-
hani, Pamela Arbisi, Jennifer 
Swank, Jon Gober 
Juniors: Nathan Schmidt, Dan 
Bucatanschi, Colleen Hughes, 
Kati O'Neill, Kaythi Soe 

· Chosaburo Kato Memorial 
Award 
Colleen Hughes and Dan Buca-
tanschi 

 

 Be sure to be nice to these peo-
ple—there were some nice cash 

 Spending the summer next to 
the pool?  These Denison students will 
spend their vacation in Granville and 
elsewhere hard at work on various re-
search projects. 

· Jenny Swank with Dr. Hutson 

· Kati O’Neill with Dr. Hutson 

· Mete Tuzcu with Dr. Havill 

· Dan Bucatanschi with Dr. Kretch-
mar 

· Tarika Mansukhani with Dr. Neal 

· David Nassar with Dr. Neal 

· Andy Hoffman with Dr. Krone 

· Nate Schmidt with Dr. Krone 

· Colleen Hughes at the Research 
Experience for Undergraduates at 
Brigham Young University, Utah. 

Summer activities 

 You’ve heard of those 
“curved” tests where a 37/100 is an A?  
Well imagine a 20/120 placing you in 
the top 500 in the nation!  That’s ex-
actly what Kati O’Neill did with her 
very impressive score on the Putnam 

exam.  This is a nation wide exam for 
undergraduates in mathematics con-
sisting of 6 very difficult problems.  
On this year’s test, over 50% of the 
participants scored a 0.  Congratula-
tions Kati! 

Powerful Putnam performance 

 On April 18, at a gathering at 
Dr. Hutson’s, 11 students were in-
ducted into the math honorary society, 
Pi Mu Epsilon: Allison Orr, Chris We-
hrenberg, Dan Bucatanschi, Bill 
Froehlich, Kati O’Neill, Pam Arbisi, 
Jenny Swank, David Nassar, Erin 

Donovan-Begy, Tarika Mansukhani, 
and Evan Starr. 

 Inducted into the computer sci-
ence honorary Upsilon Pi Epsilon 
were Adam Hitchcock, Dan Bucatan-
schi, and Nate Schmidt.  Congrats! 

Pi Mu Epsilon and Upsilon Pi Epsilon 
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 Dr. Feil’s algebra text with 
M. Anderson , A first course in alge-
bra: groups, rings, and fields, is hot 
off the press. 

 Dr.  Hutson (along with Tom 
Lewis from Furman University) had 
the paper The Expected Length of a 
Minimal Spanning Tree of a Cylinder 
Graph accepted to Combinatorics, 
Probability, and Computing.  Also, 
Dr. Hutson gave a talk Tree Travers-
als and Permutations at the 36th In-
ternational Conference on Combina-
torics, Graph Theory, and Comput-
ing.  This is joint work with Dr. Feil 
and Dr. Kretchmar . 
 Dr. Krone presented a series 
of three seminars on Mathematical 
Foundations for Relational Semantics 
of Programming Languages at Ohio 
State University on January 6, 13, and 
20.  Also, she has been invited to par-
ticipate in the organizational meeting 

of the Midwest Software Engineering 
Consortium.  The Consortium will 
consist of representatives from both 
large public universities and small 
liberal arts colleges in the Midwest 
and will have as its purpose the shar-
ing of ideas in the field of Software 
Engineering.  Dr. Krone has been 
given a Mellon grant to work with 
two CS people from DePauw to meet 
during the summer of 2005 to plan a 
Graphics Workshop to be held in the 
summer of 2006 for eight colleges. 

 Dr. Ludwig  was invited by 
the Ohio Section Project NeXT to 
deliver Entering the community of 
scholars: summer research at Deni-
son University at the Ohio MAA 
meeting at Miami University on 
March 31. 

Presentations and publications 

 Please join us in giving a warm 
welcome to the newest members of 
the department family. 

 Dr. Kretchmar’s son, Elias 
Mickelson Kretchmar (Eli) was born 

March 26, 2005.  On April 15, Dr. 
Havill and his family welcomed Ame-
lia Elizabeth Mandeville.  By the pic-
tures, can you guess which one is 
which? 

Spring is in the air! 

Faculty Member Activities 

 On April 15, Denison honored 
its former Presidential Medalists by 
inviting them to campus for the 2005 
honors convocation.  Among them 
were math grad Chrissy Juergens 
(‘94). 

 Chrissy, who currently works 
with the Naval Air Systems Com-
mand, gave a talk to the department 
and students about her work in the de-
fense industry.  She received her 
graduate degree in 1996 from Clem-
son University. 

Math grad returns to talk shop with the department 
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Denison University 
201 Olin Science Building 

Granville, OH 43023 
 

Phone: 740-587-6259 
Fax: 740-587-5749 

Online at: 

http://www.denison.edu/mathsci/
index.html 

Got noteworthy 
news ideas?   

Contact Dr. Ludwig 

 Dr. John P Holcomb, one of 
the opening speakers at the Ohio Sec-
tion MAA Meeting at Miami Univer-
sity, related that it has been his experi-
ence that the moment he mentions that 
he is a mathematician (or in his case a 
statistician) in a social environment, 
most people either run away or start 
relating terrible childhood math ex-
periences. This definitely hit close to 
home. For fear of losing every single 
friend that I have made this past year, I 
refused to tell him or her the reason 
behind my trip to Miami University on 
Friday, April 1st. (I did not really lie. I 
just allowed their imagination to run 
slightly wild.) However, now that I’m 
back from this trip I am willing to con-
fess to everything. 

 The drive down to Miami Uni-
versity was dead to say the least. Eve-
ryone, including our chauffeur, Dr. 
Neal was asleep at some point or the 
other. The last thing on anyone’s mind 
was a math talk. However, I personally 
was in for a pleasant shock. Being the 
only freshman there, I felt somewhat 
brain dead and stupid, while my peers 
and professors were discussing math 
all around me. But when the math 
talks started, it actually turned out to 
be interesting and exciting (seriously!). 
The language and ideas were easy to 
understand, the professors and students 
were interactive and extremely humor-
ous and I honestly felt that I didn’t 
need to have any mathematical back-
ground to understand the talks. Profes-
sor Holcomb kept me in splits as he 
discussed the long-term enmity be-
tween mathematicians and statisti-
cians. David Nasser’s, Trisecting an 
angle with the Help of Origami and 
Sean A Plymar’s Sampling some 
sweeties from Sullyan’s sensational 
stash were some of the most interest-
ing concepts I’d heard. To add a cherry 
on the top, the food was phenomenal! 
Personally, I feel that math trips would 

be nothing without the food! I know 
that after cafeteria food, anything with 
flavor tastes good, but we definitely 
went to some great places. It was a sort 
of continental food trip. From Chinese 
to Mexican to Italian, we sampled it 
all. 

What truly made the math trip? 
I would love to say the invigorating 
math talks, the stimulating dinner con-
versations and the intellectual minds of 
our professors ( all of which is true by 
the way). But to be honest: one word – 
Jacuzzi. There was a Jacuzzi in our 
hotel and we definitely made the most 
out of it! If only you math critics could 
see some of the great mathematicians 
of the future splashing about in that 
Jacuzzi, I am sure you all would have 
a change of heart. 

All in all, the math trip was a 
blast! It was a trip that any person 
could enjoy. I remember before going 
Dr. Ludwig was describing the talk to 
me. He said something along the lines 
of, “Oh basically there will be a bunch 
of math geeks talking about math. 
Sounds right up your alley 
Vidula.” ( Ouch! But I’ll let it slide.) I 
have to say that I completely disagree 
with Dr. Ludwig. I didn’t meet any 
math geeks (slight exaggeration).  
Every single one of them was interest-
ing and funny and managed to keep 
my attention through all of the talks! 
Take my word for it. You do not have 
to be a math geek or even a math brain 
to go for one of these trips. Next time 
an opportunity like this comes your 
way, don’t throw it away. You will 
come back more interested in math, 
relaxed from the Jacuzzi experience, 
fattened with good food and confident 
that people interested in math are actu-
ally really cool. 


