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This seminar will consider responses to the following questions over the course of the semester:

What does the term “modern” mean in relation to Japanese literature?


How has Japan’s involvement with the West influenced its literature?

If the West has influenced Japan, what’s so “Japanese” anymore about Japanese literature?


Why are we reading Japanese literature?  

Can we learn anything about ourselves in this process?

The seminar format of the FYS series is designed to give you an opportunity to develop or refine qualities essential to a Denison student: the ability to conduct critical textual analysis; the willingness to participate in courteous, spirited discussion; the diligence and thoughtfulness necessary to produce cogent academic writing; and the readiness to encounter the foreign.

Our tools for honing the above skills will be works of modern (1868-present) Japanese fiction in English translation.  At various points in this course we will read: longer novels that exemplify an author’s style and/or hold a special place in the hearts of Japanese; multiple shorter works by an author that allow us to analyze common themes that occur throughout an artist’s work; and, works by multiple writers arbitrarily grouped together as a means of comparing literary trends and stylistic differences among writers.  

STUDENTS’ CHOICE ASSIGNMENTS


In order to encourage you to explore Japanese literature outside the bounds of this syllabus, I will ask each student to select material for discussion in class in November. You may pick any work not assigned in the syllabus.  I ask that the author be a Japanese writer active after 1868.  If you want help finding a particular type of author or work, please ask me.  More will be said about this assignment later.

