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This course is designed to give students a more thorough introduction to the works of five of modern Japan’s most prominent writers.  Works by all five are considered essential reading by educated Japanese.  This course will ask the following questions:

Why are these works and/or these writers required reading?  

What does canonization of these works tell us about Japan or the Japanese?


Discussion will drive this class.  From time to time I will talk about the authors’ backgrounds, or Japanese literary movements, but your observations, opinions and (polite) disagreement with me or your classmates will form the bulk of our time together.  Careful reading will be essential for good dialogue.  Toward that end, I ask you to bring to each class for which there is a reading assignment two typed copies of your questions and observations about the day’s assigned material.  You will keep one copy for your reference during class and I will collect one copy at the beginning of class.  At the beginning of the following class, I will return your notes with my comments.  These notes will be 15% of your final grade.  However, these are not “graded assignments” in the sense that your thoughts must be painstakingly organized.  I want to see what you think about when you read and reflect on the assignments.  Please include the following information at the top of your notes:


Your name


Class date


Work(s) discussed


The other major component of this class is the composition of scholarly papers.  These assignments are intended to encourage you to consider authors or their works in greater depth.  The two shorter papers due during the semester (8-10 pages) and the longer final paper due during the exam hour (12-15 pages) will allow you to develop, with the aid of secondary sources, your thoughts about a topic of interest to you.  

A note on the format for your papers: Please follow MLA handbook on issues of style.  It goes without saying that all papers must be in 12-point, Times New Roman font.  Please include page numbers.  

Grading

Reading Notes 


15%

Class Participation


15%

Paper #1



20%





Paper #2



20%

Final Paper  



30%

Week 1 

9/3
Course Introduction

9/5
Tayama Katai: Japanese Naturalism and Confessional Literature

Biographical information; discuss “The End of Jūemon”

Week 2

9/10
Tayama Katai: Discuss “The Quilt”

9/12
Tayama Katai: discuss “One Soldier,” “The Photograph” 



and “The Sound of Wheels” 

Week 3

9/17
Tayama Katai: discuss Country Teacher (pp. vii-139)

9/19
Tayama Katai: continue discussion of Country Teacher (pp. 140-208)



Week 4

9/24
Natsume Sōseki: A Meiji Individualist

Biographical information; begin reading Botchan (pp 5-111)

9/26
Sōseki: discuss Botchan (pp. 112-172)

Week 5

10/1
Sōseki: discuss The Three-Cornered World (pp. 7-129)

10/3
Sōseki: discuss The Three-Cornered World (pp. 130-184)
Week 6

10/7
first paper due by noon
10/8
Sōseki: begin reading Kokoro (pp. 1-124)

10/10
Sōseki: continue discussion of Kokoro (pp. 125-248)

Week 7

10/15
Kawabata Yasunari: Japanese Modernism and Linguistic Experimentation

Biographical information; read “The Izu Dancer” 

10/17
Kawabata: discuss Palm of the Hand Stories excerpts

Week 8

10/22
Kawabata: discuss Snow Country
10/24
Kawabata: continue discussion of Snow Country

Week 9

10/29
Kawabata: discuss “House of the Sleeping Beauties”
10/31
Kawabata: continue discussion “House of the Sleeping Beauties” and Sekine article “Eroticism in the Absence of Sexuality: Tanizaki, Kawabata, and Yoshiyuki”

Week 10
11/5
Mishima Yukio: Allegorical Sex and Violence

Biographical information; begin discussion of Confessions of a Mask (pp. 1-172)

11/7
Mishima: discuss Confessions of a Mask (pp. 172-254)

Week 11

11/12
Mishima: discuss “Patriotism” 

11/14
Mishima: watch film based on Temple of the Golden Pavilion (98 minutes)

11/15
Second paper due by noon
Week 12

11/19
Mishima: discuss The Sailor Who Fell from Grace with the Sea (pp. 3-129)

11/21
Mishima: discuss The Sailor Who Fell from Grace with the Sea (pp. 130-181)



AND Torrance article “Mishima Yukio, the Allegorist”

Week 13


NO CLASSES: THANKSGIVING VACATION

Week 14

12/3
Ōe Kenzaburō: Confession and Confinement

Biographical information; discuss “Prize Stock”

12/5
Ōe: discuss A Personal Matter (pp. ix-103)

Week 15

12/10
Ōe: discuss A Personal Matter (pp. 104-165)

12/12
Wrap Up, Evaluations

Final Paper: Due by end of scheduled exam period

(Monday December 16 at 4:00PM)

Please put your final paper in my mailbox in Fellows 311

(Modern Languages Office).
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