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SUMMER ABROAD IN CHILE

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM:  “GENDER AND CULTURE IN CHILE AND LATIN AMERICA”

The International Program “Gender and Culture in Chile and Latin America” offers an intercultural encounter and dialog between universities, allowing students to make contact with the world of Chile and Latin America and to get to know Chile’s social, geographical and cultural landscapes.   

In their two months stay in Chile, students are immersed in a Spanish-speaking environment in the atmosphere of a non-traditional university, located in central Santiago.    

In all our university courses the three transversal topics of Human Rights, Gender and Multiculturalism form a fundamental part of the curricula, and there is a constant interchange of idea and opinions among students and teachers involved in research on these issues.      

The International Program “Gender and Culture in Chile and Latin America” puts special emphasis on artistic and literary expression as a means of entering the worlds of Chile and Latin America.  Field trips and outings reinforce the course activities, putting the student in touch with different social and cultural aspects and relating the theory of gender studies to his/her real life experiences during the stay in Chile.  

STUDY PROGRAM
Spanish: Intensive Language Course I and II (48 hrs)

The aim is to strengthen both written and spoken language skills with exercises and material drawn from the other courses and from the students’ day-to-day life in Chile. There will be additional tutoring in Spanish for students who requiere special support.

Gender and Social Reality in Contemporary Chile (24 hrs)

This course will attempt to offer both theoretical information and tools that will allow students to become engaged in three key social movements in Latin America, and in Chile specifically. The are: the women’s and feminist movement, the human right’s movement and the indigenous movements. These movements will be treated  from both a descriptive as an historical perspective, which will allow understanding of their characteristics in relation to the contexts in which they emerged and developed. 

Chilean Art, Culture and Literature (24 hrs)

Aimed at introducing the work of Chilean creative artists in both writing and the visual arts, and providing a cultural viewpoint from which to study their work. 

Chilean and Latino Cinema and Documentary (24 hrs) 

The course will familiarize students with the social, historical, political and ideological context of Chilean documentary film-making from silent film to the present day, and introduce them to a substantial body of documentary films and their makers. Students will look at the work of the most important directors in cinema and political documentary film in Latin America between 1960 and 1990.   

Seminar Social and Political History of the 20th Century (12 hrs)

The course introduces foreign students to the study of Latin American and Chilean history, offering an overview and a look at key events as a way of setting Chilean society in both a regional and a global context.  

PROGRAM OF VISITS 

A series of guided visits complement the study program. They are led by specialists, and defined according to the group’s interests and the subject matter covered in classes. 

  The Human Rights Journey 

Villa Grimaldi – Parque de la Paz, Corporación José Domingo Cañas, Cementerio General.
Chile’s recent history of military dictatorship and human rights abuses, its battle to find justice and to keep the victims alive in the public memory, is present in these locations. The guides are people who were held in these places and can testify to their experiences in the struggle for human rights. 

Pre-Colombian Footprints

Museo de Arte Precolombino, Cerro Huelén, Cerro Blanco
The Pre-Colombian Museum of Art is one of the best places from which to approach the history and culture of Latin America’s native peoples. A guided tour introduces students to daily life before the arrival of the Spanish.   

Pablo Neruda

La Chascona, Santiago, La Sebastiana, Valparaíso and La Casa de Isla Negra.

The spirit of Chile’s Nobel-winning poet Pablo Neruda can be found in these house-museums he created. The tours are led by literary experts.  
Santiago and its many faces 

Historic Santiago, Artists’ Santiago (Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes, Plaza Mulato Gil, Barrio Bella Vista), Santiago and its social movements (Población La Victoria). 

A trip around Santiago reveals its different social and cultural facets. 
The Central Valley coast 

A visit to tyhe seaside towns and beaches of the Fifth Region that includes: Isla Negra, the city-port of Valparaíso, and the seaside resort of  Viña del Mar. 
The Cordillera de los Andes
The ski center of El Colorado

Other visits

The Program helps students organize other trips, for example, to southern Chile and its lakes and volcanoes, northern Chile and the Atacama desert, and Buenos Aires (Argentina).            

Academic and recreational support 

All students will be allocated an advisor for their stay, to help on academic matters. A Program team handles the organization of the other activities, and a group of peer students help the visitors settle into university life.   

· Duration
7 weeks
· Accommodation

Students will be lodged in a residence close to the university. 

· Health insurance  

Students must come with health insurance, and with a list of the medical services this covers.

