






 

 Students who have an interest in the law are encouraged to participate in Moot Court. Over the course of a semester, team members research and argue a hypothetical Supreme Court Case using twenty actual Supreme and District Court Cases as case law. Students work in pairs dividing the hypothetical case into two questions, researching both sides of the Constitutional issues presented in the case.  Students argue in front of their peers, local attorneys and judges who help fine tune oral argument skills.  Moot Court has a regional and a National Tournament where students compete against other schools from around the country. 


     This year, Denison came within a few points of winning the Regional Moot Court Tournament, losing very close final rounds to the winning Wooster team. Denison had three of the four semi-final teams, ranking our teams 2nd, 3rd, and 4th in the tournament.  We had seven students within the top 25 individual orators, including students ranked 2nd, 4th, 7th, and 10th overall.  Denison was awarded bids for 11 students to attend the National Tournament in January.   This year at the National Competition co-captain Brandon Haas was awarded the #3 individual orator in the nation.  Last year John Burzynski was named the #2 individual orator in the nation. 











Greetings Students, Alumni, and Friends of Political Science,





Here are some of highlights about what's been happening around here as well as information about students, faculty, alums and other items that might be of interest. 


Please feel free to drop us a note or email when you have an event, accomplishment, idea, or other news for us to include in future issues of the newsletter.


Send your information to: Sue Davis  (� HYPERLINK "mailto:davissf@denison.edu" �davissf@denison.edu�) or Christy Trager (� HYPERLINK "mailto:trager@denison.edu" ��trager@denison.edu�) 


	We’d love to hear from you.








Model United Nations is a simulation of the UN General Assembly, the UN Security Council and other multilateral bodies. In Model UN, students act as ambassadors or “delegates” from UN member states to debate issues on the organization's agenda. While playing their roles as ambassadors, delegates make speeches, prepare draft resolutions, negotiate with allies and adversaries, and resolve conflicts.


     This past year, nineteen Denison students, representing the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, participated in the 20th Annual American Model United Nations conference from November 21st-November 24th 2009 in Chicago, Illinois. Over 1500 university students from the U.S. and abroad attended the conference representing approximately100 UN Member States.


     Five Denison students received awards for their outstanding performance. They are: Brandon Haas won a Best Advocate award for his presentation of Saudi Arabia's case before the International Court of Justice requesting an advisory opinion on the Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.  Rachel Atkins and Heather Fishel won Best Delegate awards in the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs. The topics they debated were: * Expanding the capacity of communities to provide information, treatment, health care and social services to people living with HIV/AIDS and other blood-borne diseases in the context of drug abuse and strengthening monitoring, evaluation and reporting systems and * The need for a balance between demand for and supply of opiates used to meet medical and scientific needs. Evan Johnson and Erin Saul won Best Delegate awards in the Economic and Social Council. The topics they debated were: * Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women, * Mainstreaming disability in the development agenda and * Annual Ministerial Review: Implementing the internationally agreed goals and commitments in regard to global public health. These awards represent an all time best for Denison University. Next year Denison students will represent Pakistan at the 21st Annual American Model United Nations conference simulation.








Congratulations to this year’s winners of the Morrow Pre-Law Fellowship:





Emily Goebel ’11


Christina Bazak’12 








Moot Court Team 2009-2010





Inside this issue:


Moot Court		1


Model UN 		2


POSC Study Abroad	3


Congrats Betsy		3


Lugar Program		3


Summer Plans		4





Lugar Program News





Department of Political Science Denison University





Alumni News:


If you are in Knapp Hall, be sure to check out our new Alumni Job board. The map in Knapp 305 shows where a number of our alumni currently live and what they are doing with their political science degrees.
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The University of Washington has a federal jobs blog that offers advice on getting jobs with the federal government: � HYPERLINK "http://uwmakingthedifference.blogspot.com/" �http://uwmakingthedifference.blogspot.com/�


USAJobs is the federal government website for all federal jobs across the country: � HYPERLINK "http://www.usajobs.gov/studentjobs/" �http://www.usajobs.gov/studentjobs/�


Looking for a job in Washington, DC?  Go to BradTraverse.com. There is a fee, but it is worth it. This site lists many of the jobs in DC.


The Bureau of Labor Statistics puts out the Occupational Outlook Handbook each year that offers lots of detailed information about various jobs/careers as well as helpful advice about job searching: www.bls.gov.oco 
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After Denison? Job Searching Ideas….








Political Science News








This spring, twelve Lugar Program students will be interning with Senator Lugar.   From May 17 through June 11, Demi Johnson, Kristie Hart, MaryKate McCarthy, Chelsea Skoog, Shelly Tiwary, Audrey French, Charlie Nelson, Kyle Bates, John Froehlich, Chelsea Glassman, Harry Griffin, and Max Harris will be learning firsthand the ins and outs of the legislative process, the dynamics of political representation, as well as the role of Congress in national and world affairs.


     We also congratulate the following members of the Class of 2010 on completing successfully their respective Lugar Program requirements: Track One: Julie Dean, Tom Fowler, Greg Gellert, Eric Gurevich, Ben Hobbs, Greg Kendall, Dan Risko, Ben Sopp, Chris Thompson; Track Two: Jason Cox, Lincoln Johnsen, Safia Khan.








POSC Majors/Minors Study Abroad








Spring 2009


Kevin Boehme – Hungary


Geoff Byrne – Dublin


Matt Coglianese – Argentina


Ben Hobbs – Washington DC


Betsy Fisher – Jordan


Lincoln Johnsen – Washington DC


Aleks Panovska – Denmark


Michelle Tverdosi – Prague


Fall 2009 


Sophia Chen – Australia


Demi Johnson – Paris


Alison Sehringer – Athens 


Gracie Sherk – UK 


Chelsea Skoog – France


Alexis Smith – Perugia 


Kevin Teague – Perugia 


Ashley Warwar -- Brazil


Spring 2010


Greg Connor – Spain


Will Curto – Morocco


Ashley Hinds – N. Ireland


Kaitlyn Minich – Kenya


Erin Saul – N. Ireland


Jennifer Sloan – Switzerland


Skye Wallin – Prague 


Ashley Warwar -- Brazil





Congratulations Betsy Fisher!








On April 23, 2010 at the Academic Awards Convocation, one of our own, Betsy Fisher, was awarded a President’s Medal, the highest academic honor that Denison bestows. 





Betsy is a double major in political science and a self-designed independent major in Arabic and the Middle East. Betsy also has been named/awarded: a Paschal Carter Scholar, Morrow Pre-Law Scholar, two-time Summer Scholar, and Phi Beta Kappa.  She excelled in the National Moot Court competition, receiving recognition as one of the top orators this past year. 





Beyond her academic program, Betsy has worked in communities reaching from Denison to Licking County to Amman, Jordan. Betsy has worked in nursing homes and with the Legal Aid Office, as well as with international relief organizations and Iraqi refugees on issues of world poverty, statelessness and genocide.  





A complete list of Betsy’s accomplishments can be found at: 





http://www.denison.edu/offices/publicaffairs/pressreleases/medalists/2010/fisher.html 





Congratulations Betsy on your excellent work!
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Congratulations to this year’s Cephus Stephens Internship award winner: Meg Gaertner,’12. She will intern with the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns this summer.





OUR Summer Plans


Eric Boehme is doing summer research on immigration and globalization in the United States with Stephen Profitt.


Mike Brady is working on a summer research project with Ian Shapiro investigating the electoral implications of Blue Dog membership in the U.S. House of Representatives, as well as serving as a facilitator for the Denison Outdoor Orientation in August.


Katy Crossley-Frolick will travel to Berlin, Germany and Brussels/Belgium to do field research for her project that examines Germany's role in promoting transitional justice in the context of the EU. She is also a participant in a Mellon Faculty Travel Seminar. A group of twelve scholars studying divided cities in Berlin and Nicosia, Cyprus. Dr Katy will work this summer with Evan Johnson (Econ/POSC major). Evan's project, entitled "The Responsibility to Protect and the United States’ Foreign Policy Decision-Making" explores the development of Responsibility to Protect Doctrine (R2P) in the context of American foreign policy. She will also work with Erin Saul (Art/POSC major). Erin's project entitled "The Role of Artists in Political Change in Northern Ireland During the Troubles" examines the use of art and the role of artists in political reconciliation processes in Northern Ireland.


Sue Davis is off to Baku Azerbaijan for an Energy Symposium on oil and gas in the Caspian Sea in July. This trip is part of the research/preparation for her next book on the politics of oil in Russia and the Caspian region. She is also running two faculty workshops on Liberal Arts Education at Denison.


Paul Djupe and Andrew Z. Katz are both presenting their research at the American Political Science Association Annual Meeting in August. This year the conference is in Washington, DC.


Andy Katz will also be working on his manuscript, When Democracies Choose War.


Jim Pletcher has been appointed acting director of the Gilpatrick Center and plans to spend the summer reading essay applications and meeting with students about post-graduate fellowships. Jim will be working with Chris Dunn on his summer scholar project “Neoliberalism and Democracy in Latin America.”
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About The Department…








The department is growing! In fall 2010, the political science department will be hiring an 8th member.   


Right now we are seven:


Eric Boehme: political theory and American political development


Mike Brady: American politics, Congress


Sue Davis: Russian politics, terrorism, ethnic conflict


Paul Djupe: American political behavior, religion and politics


Katy Crossley-Frolick: transitional justice, international organizations, human rights


Andrew Z. Katz: international relations, foreign Policy, Middle East


James Pletcher: Africa, IPE, environmental politics














IPi Sigma Alpha, the political science honorary society, held its yearly banquet on April 28. Eric Gurevich, this year’s president, initiated new members and handed out medallions to graduating seniors. 


Mary Morris (05), a budget analyst with the Ohio Legislative Service Commission, spoke about her post-Denison experiences including an MA from London School of Economics and her job search.


New officers were elected as well. The new president is Brett Ayers. The new vice president is Kyle Bates and the new secretary/treasurer is Evan Johnson. Please congratulate them on their election.











Department of Political Science


Knapp Hall


Denison University


Phone: (740) 587-6503


Fax: (740) 587-6601





We’re on the Web!


See us at:


www.denison.edu





Pi Sigma Alpha











