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I am very impressed with Vol 1 No 1 and hope it continues.  How far you have come from my days at Denison - class of '50.  I was a debater and speech tournament participant in high school, but my first opportunity for Moot Court came in law school at Pitt.  So happy to see that Clark Morrow and Cephus Stephens are remembered; they were both a big part of my "major" education.


I cannot resist passing on a story about Dr. Stevens and his Political Science Class. He was always the gadfly, taking an unpopular side of any argument and making us defend our positions.  He and Mrs. Stephens used to invite the majors to their home where we would continue our class discussions.


The time I want to describe took place at the end of a semester when we had all been studying political philosophy.  The final took place in a huge lecture hall where probably six different classes were scheduled to take a three-hour exam using the "blue books".  We were scattered through this crowd waiting for the announcement to open our blue books and begin.  The political science class could be identified by the uniform gasp and sigh which came from every Member of the class when the test was revealed.  It consisted of one paragraph -


It was the witching hour.  Thomas Jefferson was entertaining dinner guests at Monticello - Aristotle, Bodin, Kant, Machiavelli, Plato, Sartre and Socrates - when one of them remarked (memory leaves me - I think it was some comment about human rights).  How do you think the conversation went from there?


Maybe one of my classmates can come up with the topic - no true or false - no essay questions - just prove that you know these guys inside out – and take three hours to write everything you know about them!


Another item of possible interest - I was one of 3 women in my law school class with 105 guys!  How times have changed (for the better!). Thank you for sending me No 1.  I will look forward to No 2! 


Marilynn Meyer Milmoe              Class of 1950








Hello Students, Alumni, and Friends of Political Science,





This is our second e-newsletter about interesting Poli Sci news and events. Please feel free to drop us a note or email when you have an event, accomplishment, idea, or other news for us to include in future issues of the newsletter. We would love to hear from you, Sue Davis, Chair (� HYPERLINK "mailto:davissf@denison.edu" �davissf@denison.edu�) 








This fall, I participated in Dr. Katy’s UN and World Problems class. We were required to attend the American Model United Nations Conference in Chicago over Thanksgiving break. Representing the Islamic Republic of Pakistan was a challenge because of the current political and economic instability.  I was a delegate in the General Assembly Second Committee (Economic and Financial). My topic was Macroeconomic Policy Questions and I expected that most delegates would agree that this topic should be discussed before the Protection of Global Climate for Present and Future Generations of Humankind. I was surprised to find that not only did we discuss climate change first but we also spent two and a half out of the three days on this topic. I found it challenging to try to caucus with countries when my partner was the expert on this topic. One of the best things about the class was the amount of time and effort we put into researching Pakistan’s position. Our vast knowledge paid off and made us stand out in the committee. We succeeded in getting both of our resolutions to the floor, even if we did not have the chance to vote on them. 


	The most frustrating part of the conference was the number of delegates who did not know their country’s position or did not accurately represent their country. There were many delegates who signed onto resolutions that their country would never support. Many students began to lose interest towards the end of our last session, which hurt the progress of the Committee. We were about to vote on my resolution when one delegate decided that he wanted to adjourn the meeting for the rest of the conference. Unfortunately, his motion passed and we did not have the chance to vote on my resolution. Despite these setbacks, I thought that the conference was a great learning experience and I encourage any students interested in international relations to take it next year! 


Sara Bencic ‘11











Did you see this?


www.denison.edu/theden/2010/11/mr-dold-goes-to/Washington/


Another alum – Pat Cuff ‘10 – worked on this campaign . . .
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Model United Nations News








Political Science News





 Once again Dr. Katy Crossley-Frolick’s United Nations and World Problems course attended the annual Model United Nations simulation in Chicago over Thanksgiving break.  This year the class represented Pakistan.  Class sessions prior to the simulation as well as extensive research helped the team prepare for the event.  The team spent three days proposing, debating, and discussing world issues from the perspective of Pakistan.  They simulated a variety of committees and commissions including: the Disarmament and International Security Committee, the Economic and Financial Committee, the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), and the International Court of Justice.


Students representing Pakistan: Sara Bencic ‘11, Max Bock ‘12, Joel Brown ‘12, Hannah Bucher ‘13, Sophia Chen ‘11, Matthew Coglianese ‘11, Sarah Colburn ‘13, Leyla  Falhan ‘13, Lilla Grisham ‘13, Malick Guisse ‘13, Marianty Mavros ‘13, Divyangana Morarji ‘12, Prashant Reddy ‘13, Sean Redmond ‘11, Ian Rummler ‘13, Mary Schaefer ‘13, Victoria Sterns ‘12, Kyla Taylor ’13 and Cole Wilson’ 13.


Special thanks to past-participant Erin Saul ’11 for serving as the Head Delegate and Dr Mike Brady for accompanying the team to Chicago this year.


Congratulations to Sophia Chen ‘11 and Matthew Coglianese ’11 for winning the outstanding delegation award for Exceptional Representation of Pakistan in the Historical Security Council.
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Political Science News





More Model UN 








Political Science News








The Center for the Study of the Presidency and Congress selected Thomas Fowler’s ’10 paper as one of the twenty Fellow papers was published in A Dialogue on Presidential Challenges and Leadership: Papers of the 2009-2010 Presidential Fellows.  Thomas was told that, “There were many outstanding papers submitted this year, but your research and writing especially impressed our judges and staff.” Thomas’ paper was titled: He was awarded the Center for the Study of the Presidency Fellowship for the academic year 2009-2010.  The Fellowship includes two conferences in DC to learn about the presidency and Congress as well as to work with professional mentors on a yearlong paper project.


Will Altman ‘12 is in Oman for a School for International Training (SIT) study abroad program - here is his very cool blog: www.williamaltman.blogspot.com











POSC Majors/Minors Study Abroad








Fall 2010 


Aderonke Adedokun - Denmark


William Altman - Oman


Emily Bucher - France


Margaret Burnside - Spain


Brooke Felts - Germany


Rob Gardner – Germany/EU


Stephanie Hayes - Austrailia


Caitlin Jagla - China


Mary Kate McCarthy – Denmark


Erin Peterson - Jordan


Scott Schoenberger - Argentina


Jake Sinsheimer - Denmark


Alexandria Thurner – France


Peter Wall – multiple countries


Spring 2011


Aderonke Adedokun - Japan


Chris Dunn – Nicaragua & El Salvador


Audrey French - France


Ana Mirzashvili – Washington DC


Hannah Sparks - India


Victoria Stearns - France














New Pi Sigma Alpha Members: 


Megan Burdette ’11 Harry Griffin ’12 Steven Profitt ‘12











Political Science welcomes new faculty S’11 and F’11 . . . 


Young soo Kim is a PhD candidate of the Department of Political Science at Purdue University, West Lafayette IN. His main research interests are International Relations Theories (rationalist vs constructivist), International Norms and International Organizations. He is working on his dissertation on global AIDS funding with a focus on the international norms and idiosyncratic response of donor countries. He taught Introduction to International Politics and International Law at Purdue University and DePauw University. He will teach International Law and two sections of Introduction to International Politics at Denison in Spring 2011.


Dr Gladys Mitchell-Walthour will join the faculty as a tenure track assistant professor for Fall 2011. Dr Mitchell-Walthour completed her PhD at the University of Chicago in 2008 with a dissertation on race and politics in Brazil. She is currently a Postdoctoral Fellow for the Center for African Studies at Johns Hopkins University. She will fill a much-needed area of comparative politics, Latin America. We look forwarding to welcoming her in the fall!


.
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Fall 2010 V.O. Key Award goes to...





...a freshman, Peter Hurford ‘14. For the first time in the 11 years of handing out the VO Key Award in Political Science, the award has gone to a first year student. This is also a rare instance when the award was not shared. The award is given to the best quantitative research paper prepared for Paul Djupe's POSC 212: Analyzing Politics, the department's mandatory research methods course taught every semester. Students investigated whether American voters in 2004 voted for the candidate who best shared their preferences on a variety of political issues. Among many highlights, Hurford found that about 70 percent of the two-party vote shared the defense preferences of their candidate, while only 40-45 percent shared the environmental stance of their selected candidate. This disparity persisted despite voters holding both issues to be equally important, implicating the information environment for not providing sufficient information to make an informed choice. The analysis upends many assumptions about the electorate and regarding the possibility of elected officials claiming a mandate. V.O. Key Jr. was one of the most insightful political scientists to work in American politics; though he died in the 1960s, his imprint is still felt today in an enormous range of the subfield.





Just a kid with a dream, I retired from teaching at Denison at the end of the 2007-08 year.  Another year as holder of the Lugar chair and director of the Lugar Program from afar formally ended my Denison career.


Aside from the ideal climate and a long held desire to live in the Southwest, I moved to Prescott in May of 2008 with several goals in mind.


One was to become a first-time homeowner.  I purchased my condo in 2007 at a good price, refinanced my mortgage at an even better rate, and have upgraded it substantially.  The place is ideal for my needs with a loft serving as an office, a library housed in the guest bedroom, vaunted ceilings in the living room and upstairs master bedroom, two bathrooms, and a well-designed kitchen.  In addition to custom-built bookshelves in the loft, my upgrades include accent walls (faded clay), quartzite counter tops in the kitchen, Rebated shower and tub in upstairs bathroom, a collection of Navajo wedding vases on the fireplace mantel, and assorted other objects of Southwestern art.  I reside in a 70-unit community of wooden condos of similar layout and exteriors aptly styled “Pine Creek Estates.”  Now in my third year as a full-time resident, I have served on the homeowner’s association board for two years.


Prescott is located roughly 2 miles west of downtown Prescott, a delightful town of 43,000.  Sky Harbor airport in Phoenix lies 110 miles south; Flagstaff is about 75 miles north.  The South Rim of the Grand Canyon is about 130 miles north.  From the top of Thumb Butte, Prescott’s most popular hike, one can see the often snow-capped San Francisco Peaks just north of Flagstaff.


I chose Prescott in large part because of its proximity to national parks and monuments and associated hiking opportunities.  My most recent hike of consequence took place in June 2010 when Matt Steinke (class of 2008) and I clambered over snow banks and fallen trees to scale Humphrey’s Peak, Arizona’s tallest mountain at 12,600 feet. Matt snapped a shot of me at the summit with the inner basin of the San Francisco Peaks as background.  Although temperate and sunny at the top, we encountered gusts up to 60 mph, which accounts for my determined and windblown appearance.  In the spring of 2009 I camped and hiked nearly all of the trails at Chiricahua National Monument in southeastern Arizona, and a month or two later I managed a 20-mile wilderness hike to Keet Seel (Anasazi) ruin in Navajo National Monument in the northeastern corner of the state.  Campsites are few and  limited to hikers with overnight permits.  I plan to walk the length of Oak Creek Canyon in Sedona (40 miles north of Prescott) and perhaps this fall to hike “rim to rim” in the Grand Canyon, descending 14 miles from the North Rim and ascending 9 miles from the Colorado River to the top of the South Rim. 


My most faithful companion on local hikes is “Publius,” a rescued golden retriever about two years old.  I acquired him in January 2010, thus fulfilling another of my goals for retirement.   He is very much the affectionate, loyal, and spirited dog I imagined getting while teaching at Denison.


Publius, however, stays with his foster mom when my research takes me out of state.  Since 2008 I have been hard at work on a book about the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.  I undertook this project to fulfill my obligation as first holder of the Richard G. Lugar Chair in Public Policy.  I spent the summers of 2008 and 2009 working at the Senate Historical Office, Senate Library, and National Archives.  I returned at the end of August 2010 for another week at the National Archives and Senate Library.  This project also took me to the Bentley Library at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor and to the Lyndon B. Johnson Library at the University of Texas in Austin.  The book focuses on five of the committee’s most notable chairmen--Charles Sumner, Henry Cabot Lodge, Arthur Vandenberg, J. William Fulbright, and Richard G. Lugar--as they dealt with presidents of their day.  To the extent allowed by available records, I also analyze each chairman’s interactions with the senators who served on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.


At the same time, I managed to bring out a second, paperback edition of Attack Politics updated with a chapter on the 2008 presidential election.  Co-authored with the late Lee Sigelman of the George Washington University, the first edition came out in 2008.  The second appeared the next year, in time for Lee to see before he succumbed to cancer in January 2010.


Aside from research-related travel in the United States, I spent eight days in Israel in October 2009.  From my Jerusalem base, I took in most of the country above the Sinai.  I spent considerable time on my own in the Old City and enlisted a guide with a car for the rest.  The itinerary included the Golan Heights, Masada, an obligatory float in the Dead Sea, Yad Vashem (Holocaust Museum in Jerusalem), as well as Roman Ruins, holy sites of the three religions, and sites associated with Israel’s wars.


At this writing I am teaching the second of two short courses for senior citizens on the Federalist Papers at Yavapai community college in Prescott.  Later in the fall of 2010, I will offer another section on legislative process in the U.S. Congress.  The discussions are lively and, best of all, I have no papers or exams to grade.


Finally, I continue working out at a local gym about six days per week.  After 39 years of racquetball at Denison, I have pretty much given up the game to save my hips for hiking.  


I would be delighted to hear from former students and faculty colleagues.  My email is � HYPERLINK "mailto:ehbuell@gmail.com" ��ehbuell@gmail.com�; cell is 740-507-1547.
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From Dr Emmett Buell DepartmentFrom…








�





IPi Sigma Alpha, the political science honorary society, held its yearly banquet on April 28. Eric Gurevich, this year’s president, initiated new members and handed out medallions to graduating seniors. 


Mary Morris (05), a budget analyst with the Ohio Legislative Service Commission, spoke about her post-Denison experiences including an MA from London School of Economics and her job search.


New officers were elected as well. The new president is Brett Ayers. The new vice president is Kyle Bates and the new secretary/treasurer is Evan Johnson. Please congratulate them on their election.











Did you see this?


www.denison.edu/theden/2010/11/my-fellow-denisonians/


A campaign simulation represents the kind of experiential learning that has always appealed to Dr Mike Brady, Assistant Professor of Political Science. “I want students to take what they’re learning into question, to test the validity,” he said. “I want them to experience the subject matter they’re studying.”


Update: Charlie Powell won the election on November 17th, capturing 58% of the vote.
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