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The Denison Community Association is the largest st  udent-run
organization at Denison. We are a community servic e group
that is comprised of twenty-four different service committees
whose members work on campus and in the greater New ark
and Central Ohio communities.

We build houses, provide companionship, tutor an d mentor
children, educate the community, and much more. In the past
years groups have traveled to Boston, Atlanta, Miss  issippi, Wash-
ington D.C., Louisiana, and New York City to work w ith issues of
education, poverty, AIDS, and the environment.

DCA is organized into committees, each with a ch air or a co-
chairs leading it. A group of nine students forms DCA Cabinet,
which oversees the entire organization and prepares one-day

service events for the university.

Last year alone, our 450+ volunteers completed o ver 15,000
hours of service.

President: Sarah Grannemann (granne_s) Box 1023

Treasurer: Rachel Voelkle (voelkl_r) Box 0666
Vice Presidents:

Darrin Collins (collin_d) Box 820

Caitlin Fondessy (fondes_c) Box 1192

Bridget Peterson (peters_bk) Box 2444

Jon Ross (ross_j) Box 2362

Stephanie Rozman (rozman_s) Box 1952

Lisa Schilansky (schila_l) Box 1360
Advisor: Roberta Larson (larsonr) X6474
Coordinator:  Susie Kalinoski (kalinoskis) X6639
Our offices are located in the basement of Higley Hall.




The Denison Community Association’s mission is
to respond to social and environmental needs by
building relationships with those around us while
promoting reciprocal learning, personal growth,

How to join a DCA committee:

Joining a DCA committee is easy! Just flip through this
booklet to discover which committee(s) you might be
interested in and then contact the chair, either by

phone, e-mail, or in person, and ask them to add yo uto

their list of volunteers. They will tell you anyth  ing you

need to know about volunteering. You can also cont act
any member of the DCA cabinet or staff, or drop by our

office in the basement of Higley.

How to reserve a DCA car:

Once you're ready to start your service, DCA has ve hi-
cles available for your use. To be eligible to che ck out a
car, you need to do the following things:

Complete the short online driving course created by
Campus Security, located at www.denison.edu/sec-
safe/Defensive.ppt and take the online test.

Take the defensive driving test, which is given on cer-
tain afternoons and scheduled through the security
office.

Then, bring your defensive driver’s license and you r
state license to the Center for Service-Learning. S ign
a vehicle use Agreement, and you may use any ser-
vice-learning vehicle throughout your time at Deni-

son.

After this, all thatyou need to do to reserve a car is call
the DCA office at x6384 or e-mail dcadesk@denison.e du.




A-Team

Chair:

Margaret Langhans
Box 1969
langha_m

The A-Team is geared to-
ward improving the class-
room performance of chil-
dren in its after-school pro-
gram. We hope to enhance
study skills, increase profi-
ciency test scores, model
positive academic attitudes,
encourage an interest in

achieving academic excellence and foster the entrepre-
neurial spirit. The program is open to all area school-aged
children regardless of race, socio-economic status, relig-
ion or creed. Tutors and mentors include students from
the Black Student Union in response to the greater num-
ber of African-American children in the program, but the
committee recruits from the entire Denison community.
We tutor two days a week, from 3:00 to 4: 30 pm.




After School
Drama Club

Chair:

Lauren Meyer
Box 1813
meyer_|

In order to help Denison’s surrounding communities’
schools provide programming in areas of the arts, we
work to supplement curricula that will open every child’s
imagination.

Starting with theater games, we incorporate music,
movement, art projects, and numerous other activities to
aid children in discovering ways
to build their self-confidence.
Using the arts, children find new
ways to learn and to think, which
helps them in their everyday
lives. No theater experience is
necessary—the only require-
ments are an open mind, ener-
getic body, and two hours a
week.




Girl Scouts

Chairs:

Mary Aurora _ _
Grandinetti Morgan Hill Mariel Lynch
Box 1025 Box 1121 Box 1600
grandi_m hill_mm lynch_m

Through DCA Girl Scouts, volunteers develop relat  ionships
with Newark-area troops in need of leadership assis  tance.
Volunteers help regularly at meetings for Brownie o r Junior

scouts, preparing fun activities that help to compl ete badge
work, serve the community, and increase girls' know ledge
and confidence. Beyond work with individual troops, the Girl
Scouts committee plans several educational events o n cam-

pus that are open to all area troops, such as an af ternoon at
the planetarium or swimming workshops. The committe e
hosts a cookie booth in Slayter in the spring on be half of the
Newark-area troops with which we work.

Girl Scouts volunteers
and their Brownie Girl
Scout troop, after
caroling at Brookdale-
Sterling House.
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Denison-Newark
Connection

Chairs:

Rebecca Boylan Megan Gmelin
Box 384 Box 984
boylan_r gmelin_m

The Denison-Newark Connection Center is an after -school pro-
gram run out of Christ United Methodist Church in Newark. We
work with elementary and middle school students fr om Newark

on tutoring, literacy related activities, and educa tional games
one day a week in the afternoon. This program is u nique be-
cause it helps kids learn by offering them one-on- one attention

in an encouraging environment. Denison students ha ve the free-
dom to plan and organize activities at the center. If you enjoy

working with children, or think you would enjoy wor king with chil-
dren, then this is the committee for you! If you c an spend an
hour helping a child with reading or math, you will be sowing the
seeds of a better life for that child.
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YES Clubhouse

Chair:

Charles Phillips
Box 2449
philli_c

The YES Clubhouse committee works with youth fr om
the ages of 11—18. We serve as mentors, with volun-
teers from DCA and Mortar Board. We hold activitie S
for the youth and go to
the YES Clubhouse in
Newark four times a week
to assist with homework
and other activities
planned by the staff.

Clay tiles and other crafts
made by the youth of the
YES Clubhouse.
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lonship

DCA
Companions

Chairs:

Anna Brandt Becky Weber

Box 393 Box 2437
brandt_a weber _r
Lincoln Middle School is typical in that there are students who

don't fit into athletics, chorus, or any of the oth er activities that
make for mainstream experiences. That's where Compa nions
comes in. Working through Lincoln's guidance counse lor, Deni-
son volunteers companion a group of children who ar en't con-
nected much at Lincoln. They come to Denison every Friday for
fun activities and esteem-building. The goal of the committee is
to increase positive and creative thinking in the L incoln students.

These kids need almost one-
on-one attention; so many
volunteers are needed for
the Friday afternoon visits.

Companions volunteers and
Lincoln Middle School students, after
picking apples at the Granville
Orchard.
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Denison
Knitting Co-Op

Chair:

Aniko Zala
Box 1997
zala_a

This Co-op will meet once a week to hand knit items for
charity, including, but not limited to, blanket squares and
cold-weather clothing items for homeless families in the
Newark area. We would collaborate with other DCA or-
ganizations on campus, further helping those who are
touched by New Beginnings, Homelessness and Hunger,
and Hospice. You don't need to be a knitter to join. Instruc-
tion will be provided.
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Helping Hands
Garden of Hope

Chair:

Sarah Page
Box 1782
page_s

Helping Hands Garden exists for the community on th e South
Side of Newark. During the spring, Denison voluntee  rs work with

community members to plant. Thanks to a grant, Deni son stu-
dents work with youth who are mandated by Juvenile Court to
do community service all summer, weeding and wateri ng the
garden, and keeping journals about the process of g rowth in

the garden and in themselves! During the fall, harv esting is
done, and the food is
distributed to the local
food pantry. The winter
months are spent planning
for the next year, and
preparing start-up garden-
ing kits for the residents sur-
rounding the garden.

Helping Hands volunteers and
youth on a field trip to Franklin
Park Conservatory in Columbus.
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LEADS
Swimming

Chairs:

Katie Partridge Stephanie Rozman
Box 2069 Box 1952
partri_k rozman_s

LEADS is the name given to federal anti-poverty age ncies in Lick-
ing County. The LEADS Center in Buckeye Lake serves some of
the poorest families in the county. Denison student s have devel-
oped a swimming program for the children of LEADS f amilies in
Buckeye Lake. They come to Denison's pool every oth er Sunday
for swimming lessons and a snack. You needn't be a swimmer to
participate, you just need to love children and be willing to learn
about lives much different from yours.

Volunteers and chil-
dren from the LEADS
Swimming program, afer
enjoying their Sunday
swim and a snack.
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The Main Place

Chair:
Bayurat Fashina-Jinadu

Box 842

fashin_b

Volunteers for The Main Place in Newark work wit  h homeless,

handicapped, and mentally ill people. We create rel ationships
by participating with Main Place members in activit ies such as
sewing, tutoring, cooking dinners, and many other t hings. There
is no training involved; volunteers go to the Main Place weekly
either for a specific activity or just to visit wit ~ h the members and
help out wherever they can. Volunteers are invalu able in pro-
viding companionship and individual attention to th ose who

come to The Main Place.

The Main Place Recovery Center, on South Third
Street in Newark.

17




New Beginnings

Chair:

Caitlin Fondessy

Box 1192
fondes_c
New Beginnings is a battered women'’s shelter locate din

Newark. Student volunteers who work here spend tim e with
children while their mothers attend support groups, court hear-
ings, or other appointments in order to rebuild the ir lives. Volun-
teers also take children to activities on the weeke nds, such as
bowling, swimming, or a local park It's been said that if you
want to change the world, make a difference in the life of a
child. Volunteering at New Beginnings gives us the opportunity
to model good behavior to these children. Volunteer s should

have lots of patience,
and be enthusiastic
about playing with
children.

Volunteers take a break
at the New Beginnings
shelter in Newark.
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Nursing Home
Companions

Chair:

Nora Deeg
Box 728
deeg_n

We visit a low income, rural
nursing home in nearby Kirk-
ersville. Our group of dedi-
cated volunteers visits weekly
with the residents, plays
bingo, makes crafts and sings
karaoke. Denison students
form strong bonds with the
nursing home residents and
many continue to act as pen

pals to the residents over school breaks and during the summer.
Also, we even bring the residents to campus for suc h school
events as the Homecoming football game. If you are looking for
a fun, relaxing, and rewarding service experience, then we're

the group for you
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HOPE
for Autism

Chairs:

Claire Anderson Danny Conine
Box 251 Box 637
anders_c conine_d

This committee helps provide free
therapy aid for families with autistic
children. You will work directly with
one child on a regular basis under
the direction of a therapist so as to
improve the child's functioning and
social interaction. Training is pro-
vided in the Applied Behavior
Analysis approach. Often, families
don't have insurance coverage for
this treatment. Volunteers can be
trained to work with the child, in-
creasing the time and frequency of
the sessions. The family, the child,
and the DU students all benefit

One child served by HOPE for Autism volunteers displ  ays the results of his developing
writing skills.
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Salvation
Army

Chairs:
Naina Gonsalves Tasha Strande
Box 1014 Box 2175
gonsal_n strand_n

Denison volunteers work with girls who are twelve to six-
teen years old in the Salvation Army’s Power for Life after-
school program several afternoons each week. Volunteers

work closely with the girls in the program,
participating in activities like roller skat-
ing, swimming, bowling, and crafts as well
as assisting with homework and acting as
positive role models. The committee also
takes leftover food from Curtis and Huff-
man dining halls to the Salvation Army, as
well as helping to host community dinners at its facility
once a month. Volunteering with the Salvation Army is a
wonderful way to help with hunger and poverty issues, as
well as working with youth on a regular basis.
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Hospice

Chairs:
Brittany Cerankosky Madeline Weinland
Box 569 Box 1012
cerank_b weinla_m

Hospice is committed to preserving the quality and dig-
nity of life by offering physical and emotional care based
on the highest standards. We are dedicated to supporting
choice in the lives of our patients and families. Volunteers
work at the inpatient unit at Licking Memorial Hospital to
staff the volunteer desk, talk with patients and families,
and simply provide a listening ear or comforting presence
for someone in need. Working at the administrative offices
or on group projects is also an option for those less inclined
to work in a hospital setting.

Licking Memaorial
Hospital.
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Psychiatric
Hospital

Chair:

Jena Kurek
Box 1363
kurek_jm

Volunteers design and participate in recreational activi-
ties with patients at psychiatric facilities in Licking and
Franklin counties. Past locations have included Twin Valley
Psychiatric System and St. Vincent Family Centers in Colum-
bus. We plan to work with a teen support group at Mound-
builders Guidance Center in Newark this year. Volunteers
can arrange to work at facilities in groups or go on their

own, once they have completed training.
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Student Global
Aids Campalign

Chairs:

Caitlin Schoering Madeleine Mindling
Box 1372 Box 1848
schroe ¢ mindli_m

Our goals: Fund the Fight, Treat the People, Dropt he
Debt, Stop the Spread. The Denison University chapt  er of Student
Global AIDS Campaign (SGAC) is part of a national m ovement

comprised of 85 chapters at schools throughout the U.S. Our mis-
sion is to work collectively in order to bring an e nd to the AIDS
pandemic. Our actions focus on making pharmaceutica | com-
panies and government officials recognize and fight against the
AIDS crisis. We participate in coordinated national SGAC events,
including: educating students about AIDS and how we all can

fight this disease, lobbying legislators,
letters-to-the-editor campaigns, phone
calls to our government officials on
HIV/AIDS legislation, signature gather-
ing for petitions that demand the 42
million people living with HIV/AIDS get
access to treatment and participating
in SGAC conferences.
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Breakaway

Chair:

Alyssa Rossodivita
Box 2369
rossod_a

Breakaway is an organization
where college students pick a
specific issue in our society,
learn about it, then go on a
week-long, out-of-state service
trip to help people who are
dealing with that issue on a
daily basis. Our goal is to

become active citizens in our society: to know abou t the issues
and problems that plague the world today, then make decisions
in our every day lives that will help to improve (a nd eventually
eliminate) those problems. Breakaway is a great opp ortunity to
meet and bond with other Denison students and a gre at chance
to get off campus for a week! Every year we pick ne w locations

and a new issue so no two Breakaway trip are the sa me! Previous
issues have been HIV/AIDS awareness, affordable hou sing, and
the environment, and previous locations have been W ashington.
D.C., New York City, and Atlanta. Watch for notices about Alter-
native Break trips over winter break!
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Bread for the
World

Chair:

Janie McDonald
Box 1727
mcdona_|

Bread for the World is an international
organization that is dedicated to eradi-
cating hunger and its causes. Our DCA
Committee is a campus chapter of
Bread. Our mission is to educate the
campus to issues of world hunger, provide a way for
students to practice advocacy by writing letters in
support of cultural and political movements that fi ght
hunger, and do service locally to help provide food
security for all people. To this end, we work atth e St.
Vincent Center Food Pantry. You can volunteer on
Tuesday evenings or Saturday mornings.
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D.ILR.E.

Chair:

Reid Nahmias
Box 2287
nahmia_r

The Denison International Relief Effort (DIRE) isa DCA committee that
helps the victims of global disasters, whether manm ade or natural.
DIRE raises funds for the victims; immediate surviv  als as well as re-
sources for reconstruction. We work to increase stu ~ dent and com-
munity awareness of the culture, political situatio n, economic reali-
ties, and environment of the area in need. Lastly, through the
"Conversation Partners" program, we help Internatio nal Students be-
come more accustomed to American language and cultu re. Our
fundraising includes Many Moons, Cookie-grams, the preparing and
serving of an ethnic meal,

and a Donate Your Dinner
campaign in the dining halls.
DIRE's kindness and generos-
ity have touched the lives of
people in Afghanistan, India,
Turkey, Zambia, and
Zimbabwe.

Over 60 students attended DIRE’s
Sudanese dinner in 2007, with all
proceeds supporting Red Cross relief
efforts in the Sudan.
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Habitat for
Humanity

Chairs:

Kuda Charasika David Hickey
Box 1713 Box 1117
charas_k hickey_d

The Denison chapter of Habitat for Humanity works w ith the inter-
national organization in its mission to eliminate p  overty housing

and homelessness from the world, and to make decent shelter a
matter of conscience and action by working with peo ple of all
backgrounds, races, and religions to build houses i n partnership
with families in need. Our volunteers are involved in fundraising,
local renovation and building, and a spring break w ork trip.
Members who work on fundraising are eligible for th e spring break
trip. We gain exposure to a great organization by w orking beside

volunteers and homeowners, learning
about construction, and using our
muscles! We are looking for volunteers
that are committed, caring, patient,
willing to work as part of a team, and
excited about Habitat.

Habitat volunteers on last year’s winter
break trip to Mississippi and New Orleans.
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Legal
Assistance

Chairs:
Alice Burger Jocelyn Rheem
Box 479 Box 1911
burger_a rheem_j

Volunteers for this committee
work with South Eastern Ohio
Legal Services., which helps
low-income citizens with legal
problems. The lawyers always
have work they need help
with, and are enthusiastic
about our partnership. Volun-
teers work with the attorneys to
guide their tasks, which range
from legal research to office
work to courthouse errands
and to document drafting. One must commit to weekly
participation so that the lawyers can plan for your pres-
ence. You will gain valuable experience working with law-
yers who are dedicated to helping the poor.
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Humane
Soclety

Chairs:

Hannah Brautigam Lauren Delany
Box 397 Box 730
brauti_h delany |
The Humane Society Committee is a group of voluntee rs that

works with the Homeward Bound Shelter of Licking Co unty. We
go weekly to assist the shelter’'s regular staff by ~ walking dogs,
brushing cats, and helping with cleaning and yard w ork duties.
We also will be planning fundraisers for the Humane Society in
the coming year as well as assisting the Shelter wi  th their own
annual events.

Some of the animals
available for adoption at the
Homeward Bound Humane
Society in spring of 2007.
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Homelessness &
Hunger Awareness
Week

Contact:

Sarah Grannemann
Box 1023
granne_s

According to the principles of good
practice in service-learning, there are
three elements that must be present for
a service opportunity to be complete.
Direct service is a given, but there must
also be an educational component and
a reflective component. The Hunger &
Homelessness Awareness Week is our
means to provide the education and reflection on th e issues of
poverty that so many DCA volunteers encounter on a weekly
basis. We hope that everyone who has questions, pre -
conceived notions, or no notions about these issues can partici-
pate with fellow students during this time to under stand the reali-
ties of life on the bottom rungs of the ladder.
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Make a
Difference Day

Contact:

Sarah Grannemann
Box 1023
granne_s

This day of service in October is designed to answe r a community
need with a one-day project. In past years, volunt eers have
cleaned Everett Park in Newark with
local residents. For this nationally
sponsored project, DCA Cabinet col-
laborates with other student organiza-
tions on campus to offer service to
everyone who would like to partici-
pate! Make a Difference Day 2007 will
be held on October 27th, so look for
information about how to help.

A volunteer helps a guest with a game
during our 2006 Make a Difference Day
event: a Fall Festival for area MR-DD clients
and their families.
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Red Cross
Blood Drive

Chairs:
Susan Franzen Lauren Kendall
Box 903 Box 1279
franze_ s kendal_|

The Blood Drive Committee works directly with the L icking

County American Red Cross to organize blood drives on Deni-
son’s campus. There are four blood drives each year and for
these drives, committee members do publicity, recru it volun-
teers, and assist Red Cross workers where needed. T he com-
mittee asks for strong commitment and involvement d uring
the week leading up to the blood drive and minimal obliga-

tions during the time between the drives.
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We support the following initiatives and programs:

Denison Community Association
Service-Learning Courses

Want to find a course that integrates service and
learning? We can help point you in the right direc-
tion. We also help faculty design and implement
service components for their courses.

America Reads

Are you a federal work-study student looking for a
meaningful job? Become an America Reads tutor
and work with children grades K-6 in ten partner
schools in the community. Earn money and make a
difference.

Big Brothers Big Sisters

Would you like to become a mentor to a child in
Licking County? Start a relationship that can last all
through your Denison career and change your life
and the life of a child. We can help you through this
process.

Looking for a great service project idea?

We can help any Denison group find the best ser-
vice project fit for their organization, from baking
dog biscuits for the Humane Society to preparing a
meal for the Ronald McDonald House.

Contact the Center for Service Learning at
(740) 587-6639 for more information.
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We are what we repeatedly do.
- Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics

Denison Community
Association

The John W. Alford Center for
Service Learning

P.O. Box M
Granville, OH 43023

Phone: 740.587.6639

Fax: 740.587.6386

E-mail: DCAdesk@denison.edu
| 1
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