2010-2011—Pathways –Combatting Prescription Drug Abuse 

During the 2010-2011 school year, VPC explored issues concerning health and wellness in Licking County.  In an effort to combat the growing number of deaths and complications related to prescription drug abuse, the club decided to fund Pathways of Central Ohio, an organization dedicated to addressing issues related to substance abuse in Licking County.   
VPC worked with Pathways to increase their organizational capacity by strengthening their current Drug Take Back Program.  Pathways used VPC’s grant money to purchase three drug collection bins, create lasting educational and marketing materials, and convene a Prescription Drug Taskforce in Licking County.  Additionally, funds were allocated to purchase an incinerator, so that the collected drugs could be disposed of in an environmentally friendly way.  

Purchasing drug collection bins directly reduces the number of harmful drugs in the community over time by increasing the ease with which residents can dispose of their unused medications.  The presence of the bins, in conjunction with the marketing and educational materials, fosters countywide awareness regarding the importance of drug disposal.  The implementation of the Taskforce and contribution to the purchase of the incinerator insures that this issue will be addressed far beyond our grant period.  

Working with Pathways and the Prescription Drug Taskforce was a great learning experience for VPC members.  The ability to conduct research, brainstorm innovative solutions, and directly create change alongside such knowledgeable and resourceful community professionals was impactful for everyone involved. 
2009-2010—Children’s Reading Foundation of Licking County—Enhancing Literacy

During the 2009-2010 school year, the Denison University Venture Philanthropy Club studied issues related to education and education access in Licking County. 

1. We funded the Children's Reading Foundation of Licking County. The goal of the Reading Foundation is to prepare children for success in school and beyond by ensuring they enter kindergarten with a baseline level of literacy skills. To do this, they encourage families to read to all children for at least 20 minutes per day. The Reading Foundation provides books to families who have young children and provides other types of support to encourage reading with small children. 

In addition to the financial grant awarded to the Reading Foundation in support of these efforts, members of the Denison Venture Philanthropy Club also provided many hours of direct service to assist the Reading Foundation in the implementation of our grant. We worked on a variety of projects including: staffing events (to hand out books), assisting with book collection during a full-county book drive, and doing some publicity work.

2008-2009—Save our Homes Task Force—Addressing the Issue of Foreclosure
In 2008-2009, VPC evaluated six proposals that broadly addressed homelessness and the foreclosure crisis in our county. The Club chose to fund a proposal from the Save Our Homes Task Force, a coalition of committed citizens representing local social service organizations, government agencies, banks and our local Bar Association. SOH works to reduce the rate of foreclosures in our community.

The grant and our volunteer efforts allowed SOH to host a "Borrowers Outreach Day" in April 2009. Homeowners in financial distress had the opportunity to receive information and assistance from bankers, credit counselors, and our local Legal Aid office. The keynote speaker for the event was Ohio Attorney General Richard Cordray. Other participants included 2-1-1, Empowering and Strengthening Ohio's People (ESOP, the Licking County Bar Association, Licking County Coalition for Housing, Pathways of Licking County, Park National Bank, Southeast Ohio Legal Services, and others). Childcare was offered by Childcare Connections. Critical assistance was provided by the staff of Denison University Information Technology Services.
