










Using green-screen effects: -6-

The editing process for these two clips is a lot like the editing for the 
Cutaway effect.  Once you have the clips lined up and trimmed to the 
right duration, you will have to edit the volume.  Select the green-

screen footage you have 
added to your project and 
click on the Action button. 
Choose the Audio 
Adjustments  option and the 
window at left will open.  If 
you would like to focus on 
the audio that accompanies 
the green-screen footage, 
make sure that the Volume is 
turned to 100% and that the 
Ducking feature is turned 
on.   You can choose to turn 
the volume of other tracks 
down to 0% so that audio is completely unheard, or you can turn it down 
slightly so that it can still be heard underneath the main track.  Finally, as 
with the cutaway editing, you can set your green-screen effect to fade in and 
out automatically or manually.

By filming in front of a green-screen backdrop and then adding your 
clip onto existing footage you can add a professional touch to your 
project.  Once you have your original footage and your green-screen 
footage imported into iMovie ’09, move your original footage into 
the Project window.  Then select your green-screen clip from the 
Event library, click to highlight the portion of the clip you would like 
to use, and drag it onto your existing clip in the Project window.  
The box shown at left will appear and you must choose Green 
Screen.  The clips will then appear one on 
top of the other as seen at right.   Move the 
playhead to preview this effect.  Your 
subject from the green-screen clip should 
appear superimposed on the original clip; 
the green background will disappear.  

• Make sure your shoot is well-lit.  The green backdrop should be evenly lit and the lighting should mirror the 
intended background.  

• If possible, try to include several seconds of blank green-screen footage at the beginning and end of your clip.
• Wear solid-colored, simple clothing. Do not wear green, teal, blue, or other colors that could blend in with the 

green-screen.
• Tone down jewelry and other shiny items that reflect light.
• Smooth down hair or other “fuzzy” looking objects.  Items with sharp edges are easier to distinguish from the 

background.
• Place the camera 12-15 feet from the screen but make sure that your subject can still be heard.  A lapel 

microphone could be useful in a shoot like this.
• Don’t overdo it!  Green-screen is a useful tool, but is best used in moderation!

Source: MicroFilmmaker Magazine 
http://www.microfilmmaker.com/tipstrick/Issue22/grnround1.html

Tips for successful green-screen filming:

Under the Clip Adjustments tab, the only editing option that pertains 
directly to the green-screen effect is the Background checkbox, which 
is best to leave unchecked.



-7-Adding comment and chapter markers:

When working with large amounts of footage, chapter and comment 
markers can be useful for making notes to yourself or creating chapter 
divisions for your final project.  To add a marker, click and drag either a  
brown comment marker or an orange chapter marker icon from the top 
right corner of the project window (circled).  You may place the marker 
anywhere in your project window, but not in the event window.  Once the 
red vertical playhead and a green circle with a plus sign appear you can 
drop your marker.  Drag it around to place it exactly where you want it.  The 
markers will be automatically numbered as you insert them; they number in 
the order you add them, not based on where they are in your project.  

Once you have added markers you can use 
them to move around in your project and skip 
directly to the footage that you marked.  Click 
on the small arrow (circled)  and a drop down 
menu will appear.  To move directly to a 
comment or chapter marker, click on the 
number or title in black and the playhead will 
move directly to that marker, as seen at right.  

Renaming comment and chapter markers:

Comment markers are intended to be labeled for your own 
use while working with footage in iMovie.  To add your own 
comments to the markers, double click on the number in the 
marker to highlight it.  Delete the number and type in your 
own comment.  When you are finished, hit the Return key or 
click outside of the comment marker.  

Chapter markers can also serve as notes for you while you 
work on your project, but, unlike comment markers, they 
are meant to be exported in your final project.  They are a 
way of creating labelled divisions on your DVD, much like 
you would find on a professional DVD.  Therefore, it is 
important to consider the names of your chapters, because 
they will appear in your final project (although it is possible 
to rename chapters in iDVD).  Double click on the number 
assigned to that chapter marker and type in your 
customized chapter titles.  Hit the Return key or click 
outside of the chapter marker to set your title.  

When exporting your project, make sure that you 
do so in a manner that will maintain your chapter 
markers.  Click on the Share button and choose 
one of these options:

•Share to iDVD, iTunes, or the Media Browser.
•Export your movie using QuickTime.

Do not choose the Tiny size, your chapter 
markers will not work!

Once you have 
exported your project, 
launch it and your 
chapter markers will 
appear. In iDVD you 
will be given a 
submenu with your 
chapters laid out, as 
seen below.  




